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preface 

vTbese  annals  cf  tbc  BDams  tamils  bare  been  selectcD 
from  familv  papers  an5  letters  In  loving  memorv  ot  cur 
tatber,  motbec  anD  sister,  prating  tbat  tbe  memorc  ot  tbeir 
lives,  belptul  anC*  eDitsing,  mas  ever  be  witb  us  anJ5  our 
cbilDren  unto  tbe  tbirb  anO  tourtb  generations. 

**76r  this  verp  end  we  are  h^r^,  io  stamp  tbe 
perishable  with  an  imperishable  work,** 


AS    I    REMEMBER 


AS   I   REMEMBER-^ 


It  is  with  much  diffidence,  my  dear  friends,  that  I 
accede  to  your  flattering  request  that  I  attempt  to  revive 
from  the  early  period  of  my  own  life  a  few  memories  of 
the  old  city  of  Augusta  before  the  present  age  of  railroad 
communications  and  electric  wires  had  brought  it  into 
such  close  contact  with  the  distant  parts  of  the  world. 

I  was  bom  in  Edgefield  District,  South  Carolina,  on 
Sept,  i6,  1806.  Soon  many  of  the  reminiscences  of  the 
olden  time  v/ill  have  passed  into  the  shadowy  resilm  of 
traditionary  lore,  for  already  have  I  passed  beyond  the 
ninetieth  anniversary  of  my  birth.  Thus  I  stand  almost 
alone,  as  a  surviving  link  in  our  community  between  the 
historic  past  of  our  city,  and  the  busy,  progressive  stage 
of  its  present  growth  and  activities.  These  years  have 
been  so  exclusively  spent  in  the  protected  privacy  of  my 
family  circle  that  I  can  tell  you  nothing  of  official  promi- 
nence through  the  medium  of  my  personal  experience, 
yet  so  interwoven  is  the  individual  with  the  national  life 
that  my  very  earliest  recollections  are  connected  with  the 
deeds  of  brave  and  patriotic  ancestors. 

*The  recollections  of  Mrs.  Sarahs.  Adams,  a3  formulat<=<i  in  a  paoer  and  read 
befcr«  the  Augusta  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Arr.c-rican  jLevolutioE  by  her 
daughter.  Mrs.  Maxy  Adama  Bulkier.    April  17th,  1297. 


One  of  my  maternal  great-grandfathers,  Col.  Abra- 
ham Martin,  of  Virginia,  fought  under  General  Washing- 
ton when  the  great  father  of  his  Country  v/cn  his  military 
spurs  at  Fort  Duquesne.  He  afterwards  moved  with  his 
family  to  South  Carolina,  settled  Martintown  of  that 
State,  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians  while  surveyino- 
lands  near  Ninety-Six,  on  the  Georgia  side. 

His  wife,  my  great-grandmother,  was  Elizabeth  Mar- 
shall, also  of  Virginia,  and  she  was  of  the  same  family 
with  Chief  Justice  Marshall.  After  her  marriage  to 
Abraham  Martin  she  removed  to  his  settlement  borderino- 
on  the  Indian  nation,  in  Ninety-Six,  now  Edgefield  Dis- 
trict, South  Carolina. 

At  the  commiencement  of  the  contest,  Mrs.  Martin 
had  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  were  sons  old  enough 
to  bear  arms.  These  brave  young  men,  under  the  tuition 
and  example  of  their  parents,  had  grov/n  up  in  attach- 
ment to  their  country,  and  ardently  devoted  to  its  service, 
and  were  ready  on  every  occasion  to  encounter  the  dan- 
gers of  border-warfare.  When  the  first  call  for  volun- 
teers sounded  through  the  land,  the  mother  encouraged 
their  patriotic  zeal.  ''Go,  boys,"  she  said;  "fight  for  your 
country;  fight  till  death,  if  you  must,  but  never  let  your 
country  be  dishonored.  Were  I  a  man  I  would  go  v/ith 
you." 

My  grandfather.  Col.  James  Martin,  was  one  of  those 
seven  brothers  that  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  V/ar, 
and  another  brother.  Captain  Wm.  Martin,  my  great- 
uncle,  v/as  killed  at  the  siege  of  Augusta.  He  was  an 
artillery  officer  under  the  com^mand  of  Col.  Elijah  Clark, 
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and  the  family  account  is  that  as  he  was  stooping  to  drink 
at  a  spring  in  "Campbell's  Grove,"  just  below  Kawk*s 
Guily,  he  was  shot  in  the  hat  band  and  killed.  The  name 
of  James  Martin,  my  grandfather,  is  on  the  official  hst  of 
the  proscribed  "rebels"  attainted  for  high  treason  by  the 
British  Governor. 

Often  have  I  heard  his  widow,  m.y  grandmother, 
relate  the  story  of  her  house  being  sacked  by  the  British 
when  they  took  possession  of  Augusta.  She  lived  in  a 
frame  house  just  below  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  being  the 
wife  of  an  Am.erican  oScer,  she  v/as  ordered  out  of  the 
city.  At  the  time  she  had  several  children,  one  a  week 
or  ten  days  old,  but  she  was,  vAth  her  little  ones,  placed 
in  a  wagon  and  found  her  way  safely  to  her  husband's 
family  at  Martintov/n,  South  Carolina.  But  in  telling 
this  story,  m.y  grandmiOther  never  forgot  to  m.ention  a 
little  act  of  kindness  which  she  received  from  a  Tory 
resident  of  Augusta,  a  Mr.  Fox,  v/ho  had  afterwards  a 
beautiful  country  residence  beyond  the  Sand  Hills,  known 
to  the  children  of  later  generations  as  "Fox's  Garden." 
Tory  as  he  was,  and  execrated  by  the  "rebel"  citizens, 
Mr.  Fox,  as  my  grandmother  would  alv/ays  add,  "had  a 
kind  heart,  for  v/hen  he  saw  m.e  lying  in  the  wagon  with 
my  little  children  around  me,  he  came  to  m.y  side  and 
slipped  a  flask  of  brandy  in  my  hand,  saying,  'You  will 
need  this.'  " 

Another  maternal  grandfather,  Shen^-ood  Bugg,  was 
also  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  Army. 

My  paternal  grandfather,  Daniel  MacMurphy,  served 
through  the  campaign  in  Virginia,  and  his  wife,  Suzanna 

(9) 


Crossley,  was  near  him  at  the  battles  of  Cowpens  and 
Eutaw  Springs,  and  I  have  heard  her  tell  the  story  of  her 
tending  the  wounded  and  the  dying  on  the  battle-fields. 
With  William  Glascock,  John  Twiggs  and  others,  this 
grandfather  was  appointed  as  a  committee  to  lay  out  the 
streets  of  Augusta,  and  to  straighten  the  road  running 
from  Rae's  Creek  through  the  town  to  Sand  Bar  Ferry. 

My  own  father.  George  Galphin  A.  Y.  MacMurphy, 
was  born  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  during  the  War, 
and  when  he  had  reached  the  prime  of  early  m.anhood, 
and  America,  in  1812,  was  forced  to  sustain  those  rights 
of  independence  which  had  been  by  her  Revolutionary 
fathers  forced  from  the  tenacious  grasp  of  the  mother 
country,  my  father,  as  adjutant  of  the  South  Carolina 
regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Youngblood,  gave  his 
life  to  protect  his  country's  shores  from  foreign  invasion. 

When  I  was  requested  to  join  this  Society  I  felt  that 
I  was  truly  a  Daughter  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
I  was  therefore  glad  to  testify  by  my  membership  that  I 
held  the  memory  of  our  valiant,  heroic  ancestors  in  sacred 
honor  and  loving  reverence :  for  did  they  not  die  that  we 
might  live  to  thank  God  for  the  freedom  which  they 
bequeathed  as  a  sanctified  legacy  to  us? 

I  have  seen  the  Augusta  men  rally  to  the  standard 
of  battle  that  they  might  protect  their  brethren  in  Florida 
from  the  savage  attacks  of  the  Cherokee  and  Seminole 
Indians;  and  likewise  have  I  seen  the  National  Flag 
unfurled  to  conduct  our  brave  volunteers  through  their 
inarch  over  pestilential  plains,  until  the  stars  and  stripes 
floated  in  victory  over  the  Halls  of  the  Montezumas,  and 
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Mexico,  being  defeated  by  our  gallant  army,  the  lone  star 
of  Texas  became  a  fixed  light  in  the  galaxy  of  her  sister 
States, 

Of  the  Civil  War  I  dare  not  speak,  for  you  know  that 
my  two  sons,  in  this  war,  gave  up  their  young  lives  for 
their  country's  cause,  which,  to  them,  was  the  only  path 
of  truth  and  honor.  The  elder  one  was,  as  some  of  you 
may  remember,  the  first  one  among  the  Augusta  boys  to 
fall  upon  the  field  of  battle. 

Thus  my  own  personal  life  has  been  closely  inter- 
woven in  the  general  history  of  Augusta.  I  have  never 
seen  our  venerable  town  fail  in  any  crisis  of  national  or 
local  record  to  give  up  her  best  and  bravest  sons  where 
the  public  safety  demanded  a  sacrifice  from  her.  Heroic 
have  our  people  equally  been  v/hen  the  scourge  of  yellow 
fever  overshadowed  our  town  with  its  fatal  horrors. 
Here  again  have  our  sons  and  daughters  proved  them- 
selves worthy  of  their  fair  heritage;  for  when,  in  1839, 
this  tropical  pestilence  came  unexpected  and  with  terror- 
izing reality  upon  us,  Gov.  Alfred  Gumming,  who  was  at 
that  time  Mayor  of  Augusta,  never  swerved  from  the  path 
of  duty.  With  unremitting  devotion  to  and  sympathy 
for  the  suffering  people,  he  firmly  upheld  liis  official 
authority,  and  by  the  preservation  of  municipal  govern- 
ment protected  the  town  from  the  dangers  of  m.ob  law 
and  anarchy  which  are  so  apt  to  threaten  a  community 
so  panic-stricken  as  Augusta  then  was.  To  Gov.  Alfred 
Gumming  are  we  also  indebted  for  the  plaming  of  those 
noble  trees  which  now  beautify  with  grateful  shade  the 
streets  of  Augusta. 
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At  this  time  also  the  unselfish  women  of  Augusta, 
forgetful  of  ail  risk  to  themselves,  m.inistered  with  gentle 
care  to  the  sick  and  d^/ing,  just  as  you  have  seen  them 
watch  by  the  dying  beds  of  the  wounded  and  disease- 
stricken  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy. 

I  have  vivid  recollections  of  great  fires  and  disastrous 
floods  in  Augusta,  but  never  have  our  people  lost  their 
courage,  as  with  renewed  hope  they  have  repaired,  as  best 
they  could,  the  damages  wrought  by  fire  and  water,  and 
have  boldly  pressed  on-vvard  with  unfaltering  energy  and 
activity. 

But  how  different  was  the  town  of  Augusta,  as  I  first 
remember  it,  from  the  busy  town  of  the  present  day. 
Then  a  stillness  almost  of  the  primeval  forest  rested  upon 
the  place  now  echoing  with  the  busy  v/hirr  of  complicated 
machinery,  and  around  the  southern  and  western  parts  of 
the  city  lay  deep  lagoons  with  tangled  growth  of  rank 
vegetation.  Here  the  sportsman  found  an  abundance  of 
gam.e  to  satisfy  his  love  for  hunting.  Then  the  only 
approach  to  Augusta  was  by  private  conveyance,  by 
stage,  or  by  primitive  style  of  boats  v/hich  slowly  found 
their  way  up  the  Savarmah  River  from  the  low  country 
of  the  State.  All  produce,  including  cotton,  v/as  brought 
to  town  from  the  plantations  around  and  above,  by  large 
covered  wagons  drawn  by  m^ules  and  driven  by  the 
negroes,  who  enjoyed  the  frolic  of  coming  into  town,  and 
made  themselves  merry  at  nights  with  their  songs  and 
banjos  around  their  camp  fires. 

From  Petersburg,  which  was  seventy  or  eighty  miles 
above  Augusta  on  the  river,  flat-boats  were  constantly 
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being  poled  down  to  the  markets  here,  bringing  the  heavy 
cotton  crop  from  the  plantations  which  were  contiguous 
to  the  Savannah  River. 

The  oldest  houses  now  standing  which  I  can  recollect 
are  the  house  at  the  foot  of  Broad  Street,  which  v/as 
occupied  by  Governor  Telfair  v/hen  General  Washington 
visited  Augusta  in  1791 ;  the  home  of  George  Walton,  and 
the  house  in  Harrisburg  familiarly  called  in  those  days 
"The  White  House."       " 

In  my  childhood  there  was,  I  remember,  only  one 
Presbyterian  and  one  Methodist  church  in  Augusta,  for 
after  the  Revolution  all  services  of  the  English  church 
v/ere  abandoned,  but  through  the  influence  of  Wesley  and 
Whitfield  the  Methodist  form  of  church  government 
became  the  most  popular,  while  the  Presbyterians  who 
had  emigrated  from  Protestant  Ireland  still  preserved 
their  own  faith  and  form  of  worship. 

I  perfectly  remember  that  I  attended  the  funeral  of 
a  great-aunt''^  when  I  was  a  child,  who  was  buried  in  St. 
Paul's  churchyard,  and  this  was  at  the  time  the  only 
cemetery  in  Augusta. 

The  old  Colonial  church  of  St.  Paul's  was  moved  to 
the  comer  of  Broad  and  Kollock  Streets  before  1818.  In 
this  year  the  present  St.  Paul's  was  com.pleted.  St.  Paul's 
cemetery  was  abandoned  at  this  time,  and  the  present 
beautiful  City  Cemetery  was  opened,  and  I  remember  the 
first  interment  made  there. 

The  first  bridge  across  the  Savannah  River  was  built 
by  Col.  Wade  Hampton.     But  I  remember  only  the  ruins, 

•Uts.  Sarah  Hopson  Fox. 
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for  it  v;as  carried  away  in  1796  by  the  great  Yazoo  freshet, 
so  called  because  it  occurred  in  the  year  of  the  celebrated 
Yazoo  land  frauds. 

I  only  remember  the  present  bridge;  it  was  built  by 
a  German  citizen  of  Augusta,  Mr.  Schultz,  who  was  in 
the  banking  business  with  the  Messrs,  McKinne.  Mr, 
Schultz  was  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  enterprise,  but  his 
ambitious  desire  to  raise  Hamburg  (named  for  his  native 
city  of  Germany)  to  a  commercial  and  social  equality 
with  Augusta  failed.  Kis  ambition  for  the  place  was 
fired  by  the  fact  that  Hamburg  v/as  the  terminus  of  the 
South  Carolina  Railroad,  which  was  the  first  railroad 
built  in  the  country.  The  beautiful  grounds  which  he 
laid  out  on  the  hill  above  Hamburg,  and  Vvhich  he 
adorned  with  sweet  shrubs  and  nowers,  are  now  only  a 
vanished  memory  of  his  chimerical  dreams.  The  river 
banks  are  m.uch  changed  since  those  days,  for  I  remem.ber 
walking  along  the  bank  between  a  double  rov/  of  beau- 
tiful trees  in  front  of  the  old  Episcopal  Rectory  and  other 
houses  where  now  the  earth  has  been  washed  away  to 
such  an  extent  th^t  there  only  remains  sufncient  space 
for  a  narrow  carriage  drive. 

The  historic  duelling  ground  at  Sand  Bar  Ferry, 
where  South  Carolinians  and  Georgians  in  former  days 
met  each  other  in  mortal  com.bat.  is  a  landmark  probably 
familiar  to  you  all,  but  I  remember  another  duel  fought 
on  the  United  States  Arsenal  grounds  just  behind  v/here 
the  Sibley  Mills  now  stand,  between  Mr.  Trezevant,  of 
Charleston,  and  Mr.  V/igfall,  of  Edgefield,  South  Caro- 
lina; and  the  agonizing  grief  of  Mr.  Wigf all's  m.other 

(14) 


after  her  son  was  killed,  I  can  never  forget.  The  Arsenal 
was  afterv/ards  removed  to  its  present  location  on  the 
Sand  Hills,  as  the  low  swampy  lands  on  the  river  were 
found  to  be  unhealthful  for  the  United  States  soldiers. 

The  visit  of  General  Lafayette  to  Augvista  in  1824  is 
a  bright  picture  of  my  girlhood  memories.  I  was  then 
only  about  eighteen,  and  at  the  "Lafayette  Ball"  I  made 
my  first  entrance  into  social  gayety.  The  distinguished 
Frenchman  appeared  on  a  bright,  beautiful  day,  and  as 
he  disembarked  from  the  boat  which  brought  him  here 
from  Savannah  he  was  met  by  a  miilitary  escort,  and  as 
the  procession  passed  through  Broad  Street  every 
windov/  was  crowded  with  admiring  spectators,  while 
amid  cheers  and  martial  music  and  waving  handkerchiefs 
he  was  escorted  to  the  Planters'  Hotel,  which  then  stood 
in  the  rear  of  the  hotel  which  at  present  bears  the  same 
name ;  the  old  hotel  was  burned.  Mr.  Samuel  Hale,  who 
was  afterward  the  Mayor  of  Augusta,  who  introduced 
the  Turknett  Spring  water  into  the  town,  was  then  the 
proprietor  of  the  Planters'  Hotel,  and  I  remember  that 
he,  v/ith  Richard  Henry  Wilde,  his  brother,  Mr.  John 
Wilde,  Mr.  Slaughter  and  Mr.  Charles  Labauzant,  were 
on  the  reception  committee.  Other  gentlemen  were 
probably  associated  with  them,  but  I  can  only  recall  their 
names. 

On  the  night  of  the  ball  the  Planters'  Hotel  was 
beautifully  decorated,  and  General  Lafayette,  standing 
under  a  canopy  of  flags,  received  the  guests  as  each  one 
passed  in  review  before  him  and  was  introduced.     He 
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had  a  pleasant  smile  for  all,  but  not  understanding- 
French,  I  can  tell  you  of  no  speech  which  I  heard  from 
him, 

I  do  remember,  however,  an  amusing  incident  of  the 
evening  which  may  interest  you.  Mrs.  Bart  Labauzant, 
afterwards  Mrs.  Edmund  Glascock,  was  with  Mrs. 
Slaughter  and  Mrs.  Charles  Labauzant  assisting  in  the 
reception  of  the  guests.  Mrs,  Bart  Labauzant  was  her- 
self a  French  woman,  very  handsom^e  and  distinguished 
looking;  she  spoke  Fr-ench  fluently,  but  probably  in  the 
confusion  of  tongues  around  him  General  Lafayette  did 
not  catch  the  words  of  her  reply  when  he  asked  her  if 
she  was  married.  "Yes,"  answered  Mrs,  Laubauzant, 
"but  I  am-  now  a  widow."  "Hov/  happy  you  must  be,'* 
continued  General  Lafayette.  You  can  imagine  the 
merriment  which  followed  this  conversation. 

General  Lafayette  was  not  handsome,  and  I  was 
naturally  disappointed  when  I  found  that  our  great 
Frenchman  was  not  heroic  looking  as  I  had  imagined  he 
must  be.  I  know  that  Lafayette  came  to  Augusta  in  a 
boat  from  Savannah,  for  I  remember  that  a  kind  relative 
from  Edgefield — Mr.  Edmund  Bacon — gave  me  the  de- 
lightful treat  of  going  down  the  river  with  a  com.pany  of 
friends  in  the  same  boat  which  had  brought  Lafayette  to 
Augusta  a  fev/  days  before. 

Through  many  changes  of  parties  our  city  has  joined 
the  contending  ranks  of  political  creeds.  The  first 
division  of  parties  which  I  remember  was  that  of  Fed- 
eralists and  Republicans;  then  followed  the  Whigs  and 
Democrats.     As  the  great  tide  of  anti-slavery  fanaticism 
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swept  over  the  land  our  Southern  Whigs  were  forced  into 
opposition  to  their  brethren  of  the  North,  and  thus  was 
formed  the  more  modern  party  separation  of  Republicans 
and  Democrats  which  still  continues  the  nomiinal  dis- 
tinction between  our  National  political  parties. 

Can  you  realize  what  superior  postal  facilities  you 
now  enjoy  in  contrast  to  the  slow  conveyance  of  mails 
which  I  remember?  In  1831  I  went,  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life,  to  New  York;  in  returning  I  was  two  weeks  en 
route  by  the  mail  coaches  and  it  was  only  after  1845  that 
our  letter  postage  was  reduced  from  twenty-five  cents 
per  letter. 

Not  only  have  eminent  poets,  statesmen,  jurists,  mili- 
tary commanders,  merchants,  clergym^en  and  physicians, 
whose  names  are  familiar  as  household  words  to  you, 
lived  and  died  in  Augusta,  but  here  also  was  found  the 
mechanical  talent  which  launched  the  first  steamboat, 
known  in  scientific  annals,  upon  the  Savannah  River. 

V/hen  the  father  of  Judge  Longstreet,  known  as  the 
author  of  "Georgia  Scenes,"  after  much  sanguine  labor, 
successfully  propelled  by  steam,  his  little  boat  several 
miles  down  the  river,  he  could  not  then  foresee  the  vast 
results  which  were  to  follow  his  experiment  in  steam 
power,  and  it  is  sad  to  think  that  his  genius,  through  lack 
of  money,  was  unable  to  continue  further  investigations 
and  the  development  of  this  great  natural  force. 

Here  in  our  town  of  Augusta  have  the  exiles  from 
foreign  lands  found  a  place  of  refuge;  many  of  the  best 
and  noblest  of  the  French  people  here  have  rested  in 
adopted  homes  after  they  had  fled  before  the  terrors  of 
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their  great  revolution;  here  those  v/ho  escaped  from  the 
still  more  horrible  scenes  of  negro  insurrection  in  San 
Domingo,  Santa  Cruz,  and  Haiti  lived  in  peace  and  com- 
parative happiness  among  us,  and  I  remember  that  often 
as  a  child  I  listened  with  intense  and  v/ondering  interest 
to  the  thrilling  recitals  of  their  sufferings  and  of  their 
wonderful  escapes  from  death.  You  have  yourselves 
seen  the  distant  and  homeless  victims  of  the  Civil  War 
find  here  their  asylum^  of  welcome  and  security. 

Nor  have  our  people  neglected  the  training  of  child- 
hood, for  even  at  an  early  period  of  her  colonial  existence 
were  schools  established  in  Augusta,  which  have  never 
yet  been  closed,  amid  all  the  vicissitudes  of  more  than 
one  hundred  years.  To  the  sheltering  care  of  an  orphan 
asylum  which  was  organized  by  several  philanthropic 
ladies"'  of  Augusta  in  the  early  part  of  this  century  were 
entrusted  many  children  of  neglect  or  poverty,  and  here 
they  found  the  guidance  and  protection  of  Christian 
women,  until  they  were  fitted  by  their  education  to  go 
abroad  and  support  themselves  in  the  outer  world. 

^  As  my  mind  takes  this  retrospective  view  of  a  long 
life — and  these  reflections  are  only  a  few  of  the  many 
which  crowd  around  me — I  trust  that  this  cursory  review 
of  things  which  I  remember  may  bring  to  you,  as  it  does 
to  me,  a  realizing  comprehension  of  the  varied  and 
mighty  changes  which  have  swept  over  our  country,  and 
over  the  entire  world,  since  my  own  consciousness  was 


♦DLrectresses  of  the  Augusta  Female  Asylum,  Incorporated  November  SSrd, 
1819:  Hannah  Lonj^street,  Ann  Gumming,  Elizabeth  Reid,  A.  F.  F.  Slanghter. 
Kizia  Arnold,  ilary  ICurren,  Mary  Smith,  C.  M.  Cashin,  F.  Mcore,  PriBcilla  Sims, 
Mary  C.  Carmichael,  Xiucretia  Moore,  C.  "Watkiua,  aebecca  Beach. 
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awakened  to  the  knowledge  of  passing  events,  and  which 
have  by  continuity  of  memory  been  preserved  by  me.  I 
thank  you  very  much  for  the  tender  sympathy  which  you 
have  ever  shown  to'  me,  and  in  conclusion  will  ask  you 
to  join  with  me  in  a  prayer  which  has  greatly  strength- 
ened and  comforted  me  in  hours  of  doubt  and  anxiety. 

"O  Almight  Lord,  who  fashioneth  the  hearts  of  men, 
and  considereth  all  their  wants,  grant,  we  beseech  Thee, 
to  us  and  all  the  people  of  this  land,  the  spirit  of  obedi- 
ence to  Thy  laws,  that,  walking  humbly  in  Thy  fear,  we 
may,  under  Thy  mighty  protection,  continue  to  dwell  in 
righteousness  and  peace. 

"Continue  Thy  goodness  to  us,  that  the  heritage 
received  from  our  fathers  may  be  preserved  in  our  tim.e, 
and,  by  us  transmitted  unim.paired  to  the  generations  yet 
to  come,  that  all  nations  of  the  earth  may  know  that 
Thou,  O  Lord,  art  our  Saviour  and  mighty  Deliverer,  and 
our  King  forever.  Grant  this  we  beseech  Thee,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  Amen." 

SARAH  S.  ADAMS. 
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ANCESTRY 


ERRATA. 

On  page  23,  line  11,  Roxburg  should 
be  Roxbury. 

Joseph  Adams  was  born  in  Rox- 
bury. 


John  Marsh  Adams,  bom  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut, 
April  16,  1801;  died  January  22,  1853;  married,  October 
8,  1829,  Sarah  Susannah  MacMurphy,  daughter  01  George 
Galphin  Y.  and  Keziah  Paris  MacMurphy,  grand- 
daughter of  James  and  Obedience  Bugg  Martin  (James 
Martin,  colonel  of  Georgia  troops  in  Revolutionary  War) 
great-granddaughter  of  Abram  and  Elizabeth  Marshall 
Martin,  and  also  great-granddaughter  of  Sherwood  Bugg, 
captain  of  Continental  troops. 

John  Marsh  Adams,  Son  of  Joseph,  of  Litchfield, 
Connecticut  ;('born  in  Roxburg,  Massachusetts  (married 
Deborah  Marsh,  July,  1773,  daughter  of  John  and  Rhoda 
McNiel  Marsh,  granddaughter  of  Colonel  Ebenezer  and 
Deborah  Buell  Marsh,  great-granddaughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Pitkin  Marsh,  great-granddaughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  Lyman  Marsh,  great-great-granddaughter  of 
John  and  Ann  Webster  Marsh.  This  John  Marsh  came 
from  England  in  1630,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut:^ son  of  Amos,  of  Cam.bridge  and 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts;  born  in  Medfield,  Massachu- 
setts; died  in  Roxbury,  October  5,  1775;  graduate  of 
Harvard  College;  was  an  earnest  patriot,  chaplain  of  the 
Ninth  Continental  Regiment,  and  was  buried  with  mili- 


tary  honors  (married,  October,  1773,  Elizabeth  Prentice, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Rand  Prentice, 
of  Cambridge)  :  son  of  Henry,  born  in  Medfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, 1659  (married  Prudence  Frary) :  son  of  Henry, 
of  Medfield,  Massachusetts;  born  in  1604;  killed  by 
Indians  at  his  own  door,  February  25,  1675;  first  town 
clerk  and  representative  (married  Elizabeth  Paine)  :  son 
of  Henry,  of  Braintree,  Massachusetts;  born  in  England; 
died  in  Braintree,  October,  1646. 
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OLD    LETTERS 


"These  letters  were  as  happy  as  letters  could  be,  at 
least  the  early  letters  were.  There  was  within  them  a 
vivid  and  intense  sense  of  the  present  time,  which  seems 
so  strong  and  full,  as  if  it  could  never  pass ;  and  as  if  the 
warm  living  hearts  that  so  express  themselves  could 
never  die,  and  be  as  nothing  to  the  sunny  earth." 


AMOS  LAWRENCE  TO  JOSEPH  ADAMS,  ESQ. 

Boston,  February  i,  1845. 
My  Dear  Sir: 

I  had  a  pleasant  call  from  your  neighbor,  Mr. 
Perkins,  this  forenoon,  and  hope  to  finish  a  letter  before 
he  leaves  the  city  to  send  you,  to  give  you  some  informa- 
tion of  the  family  connexions. 

Mrs.  Bullard  died  many  years  ago;  her  family  are 
scattered,  some  in  South  Carolina;  two  sons,  one  grand- 
son from  here  and  one  granddaughter  from  here  are 
settled  in  Louisiana. 

Judge  Bullard  is  one  of  the  "top  men"  of  that  state, 
but  has  a  terrible  trial  with  his  wife,  who  is  separated 
from  him,  and  almost  plagues  his  life  out. 

John  Bullard  the  eldest  son  of  your  sister,  I  believe 
has  returned  from  Alabama,  and  settled  in  the  old  home- 
stead in  Pepperell. 

Mrs.  Bass,  the  eldest  daughter  of  your  sister,  lives 
in  this  city  and  neighborhood,  her  children  are,  most  of 
them  settled  South. 


Lucretia,  the  next  daughter  of  your  sister  is  settled 
in  Holh's  New  Hampshire.  She  is  the  wife  of  the  Hon. 
Benj.  Mack  Farley,  an  excellent  lawyer  and  a  respectable 
man. 

Royal  Bullard  is  a  tract  agent,  I  believe  in  the 
Western  Country,  and  the  two  other  Bullard  girls 
married,  one  to  Doct.  Blanding  of  South  Carolina,  the 
other  to  Joseph  Breck,  the  agricultural  agent  in  this  city. 

Your  sister  Richards  died  on  the  12th  day  of  April 
1836  in  the  same  house  where  you  and  she,  and  Mrs. 
Bullard  were  bom.  She  went  to  Ohio  to  spend  her  days 
with  her  sons  settled  there,  but  found  her  health  failed 
and  came  back  here  about  two  or  three  years  before  her 
death,  and  the  two  Misses  Porter,  nieces  of  the  successor 
of  your  father,  invited  your  sister  and  niece  to  live  with 
them,  and  they  four  kept  house,  as  I  before  said,  and 
there  your  sister  died. 

Her  eldest  daughter  (my  wife)  died  Jan.  14th  1819, 
leaving  me  three  children,  the  youngest  a  daughter. 

William  Richards  is  a  physician,  and  now  in  Paris, 
with  his  wife  and  children,  improving  himself  in  his 
profession. 

Amos  Adams  (Richards)  the  second  son,  is  in  the 
domestic  commission  business,  in  this  city,  under  the 
firm  of  Mason  and  Lawrence ;  has  a  family  and  is  a 
respectable  and  useful  man. 

My  daughter  Susanna  married  the  Rev.  Chas  Mason, 
of  Salem  Mass.,  and  was  the  image  of  her  mother  in  all 
particulars,  and  as  useful  and  important  a  young  matron 
as  there  was  in  the  land.     On  the  22nd  of  November  last, 
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she  gave  birth  to  twins,  fine  full  grown,  healthy  babes, 
either  of  v/hom  would  have  been  her  pride  and  delight, 
but  the  exhaustion  was  so  great  she  could  not  be  raised 
from  it,  and  after  nine  days  she  died;  but  v/as  perfectly 
sensible  and  reconciled  to  going,  and  sent  messages  of 
love  to  those  whom  she  could  not  see.  She  leaves  four 
children,  all  promising  (three  girls  and  one  boy)  under 
six  years  old. 

Thus  far,  Sarah's  descendants,  Elizabeth  Richards, 
the  youngest  of  your  sister  Sarah's  children,  was  married 
about  ten  years  since  to  the  Hon.  John  R.  Adan,  a  very 
respectable  lawyer  and  excellent  man,  of  this  city,  and 
the  attachment  between  them  had  been  of  long  standing, 
and  promised  a  full  measure  of  earthly  felicity,  he  having 
acquired  an  ample  fortune  by  his  professional  labors,  and 
with  simple  habits  they  seem^ed  to  be  in  possession  of  all 
that  could  make  life  interesting  except  a  child;  and  on 
the  ist  day  of  January  last  she  was  confined,  and  her 
sufferings  were  so  great  as  to  destroy  the  life  of  the  child 
before  it  came  into  the  world,  and  the  exhaustion  and 
fever  following  was  more  than  she  could  react  from,  and 
on  the  15th  of  last  month,  she  also  died  aged  34.  So, 
you  see  how  it  is  with  me;  these  two  loved  ones  taken 
within  a  few  days  of  each  other  under  very  similar  cir- 
cumstances, but  they  were  both  of  them  prepared  for 
heaven!  and  I  doubt  not  your  sister  Sarah  is  now  enjoy- 
ing the  society  of  her  daughter  Sarah  (who  died  at  the 
age  of  28,  of  her  daughter  Mary  E.  just  gone  at  the  age 
of  34,  of  her  grand-daughter  Susanna,  also  just  gone  at 
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the  age  of  a  few  months  less  than  28)  and  Sarah  and 
Susannah  are  placed  together  in  Mt.  Auburn,  where  I 
expect  to  be  placed  ere  long. 

My  life  has  been  unexpectedly  prolonged  for  I  have 
been  vibrating  between  life  and  death  for  more  than 
thirteen  years;  and  many  times  the  prospect  of  seeing 
another  Sabbath  on  earth  has  seemed  hopeless,  yet  I  have 
been  resuscitated  when  hope  in  all  around  me  was  almost 
extinct!  and  I  now  enjoy  life  with  a  keenness  of  relish 
that  is  rarely  found  among  young  beginners;  in  short,  I 
live  by  starving,  not  having  eaten  with  my  family  for 
near  eight  years  and  beginning  each  simple  meal  hungry 
and  leaving  off  more  hungry,  and  weighing  my  food 
before  eating  it !  Habit  makes  even  this  m.ode  of  life 
highly  favorable  to  my  happiness,  and  I  can  traly  say  I 
know  not  the  man  v/hom  I  desire  to  change  places  with. 

You  will  understand  me  as  being  well  satisfied  with 
my  children.  The  three  married  ones  that  Sarah  bore 
me  have  been  connected  just  as  I  would  wish,  if  the 
whole  world  had  been  offered  me  to  select  from ;  and  my 
seven  grand  children  are  healthy,  bright  promising  chil- 
dren. My  son  by  my  present  v/ife,  the  only  child  we 
have  living,  is  a  fine  youth  of  eighteen  and  a  half  years 
old,  (Robert  Means)  a  member  of  Harvard  college,  and 
when  through  I  hope  he  will  take  my  place  in  my  firm  of 
Amos  &  Abbott  Lawrence  &  Co.,  as  that  is  as  desirable 
a  station  as  any  in  this  city.  I  am  rich  enough  and  care 
not  to  add  to  my  possessions,  and  find  no  difficulty  in 
finding  objects  of  interest  to  spend  what  I  have  to  spare. 
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My  children  have  good  sense  and  good  principles 
and  are  better  off  than  if  I  were  to  hoard  up  additional 
sums. 

I  have  practised  on  the  plan  for  more  than  thirty 
years  past  that  it  is  wiser  for  a  man  who  has  spare  means 
to  be  his  own  executor ;  and  have  told  my  children  when 
they  have  come  of  age,  that  the  use  they  made  of  the 
independence  I  have  supplied  them  would  decide  me 
what  further  I  wished  to  do  for  them.  If  wisely  used  I 
should  be  glad  to  give  them  more,  if  badly  used  the  less 
they  should  receive  the  better  for  society. 

Thus  far,  no  rich  man's  children  of  my  day  have 
done  better  than  mine,  and  I  am  rich  in  money  and  rich 
in  my  children,  and  thank  God  from  the  fullness  of  my 
heart  that  I  am  thus  blessed. 

I  live  by  the  day,  and  if  you  see  my  death  in  a  week 
do  not  be  surprised. 

With  the  kindest   regards  to   Mrs.   Adams,   please 

accept  the  few  little  books  giving  some  account  of  our 

city,  from 

Yours  truly, 

AMOS  LAWRENCE. 
Joseph  Adams  Esq,  Litchfield,  Conn. 


I  have  seen  Mr.  Perkins  but  once;  and  omitted  to 
say  in  the  right  place  that  George  T.  Richards  is  a  com- 
mission merchant  in  Paris,  France,  and  a  valuable  man; 
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and  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  you  as  I  shall  write  to  him  by 
next  packet. 

Silas   and    Chades   are   settled   in    Colerain,    Ohio; 
Amos  Adams  in  Dayton  and  all  doing  well. 

Mr.  Perkins  will  tell  you  m.ore  about  us,  and  hand 
you  some  little  books. 

Yours  very  truly, 

AMOS  LAWRENCE. 
Jos  Adams  Esq. 


J.  M.  NEWMAN  TO  SARAH  S.  ADAMS. 

Cross  Keys,  Macon  Co.  Ala.  Sept.  i8th,  1857. 
Dear  Cousin  Sarah: 

Your  affectionate  letter  bearing  date  the  loth  just 
was  received  yesterday,  together  with  the  precious 
present,  Cousin  Hattie's  beautiful  likeness.  I  esteem  it 
as  a  very  dear  keepsake,  and  memorial,  not  only  of  its 
original,  but  of  the  striking  resemblance  of  her  Aunt, 
Cousin  Kitty.  I  don't  know  anything  which  has  given 
us  more  pleasure  than  the  reception  of  that  picture;  it 
has  been  exhibited  sundry  times  already  to  our  friends, 
who  have  called  to  see  us,  and  the  general  remark  is,  that 
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the  original  certainly  has  been  flattered  by  the  artist,  to 
which  my  reply  is,  that  justice  has  scarcely  been  done. 
Your  letter,  my  dear  Cousin,  suddenly  reversed  the 
present  and  transferred  me  in  memory  to  the  long,  long 
past.  Mind,  you  know,  which  flies  with  the  speed  of 
lightning,  turned  back  upon  past  history  of  our  past 
times,  in  which  I  reviewed  many,  many  incidents  of  our 
childhood  and  youthful  days,  for  instance,  I  revisited  the 
log  cabins,  where  we  learned  our  A.  B.  Cs.  and  then  the 
image  of  your  dear  father,  his  personal  appearance;  his 
gentlemanly  bearing;  his  great,  big,  noble  heart;  his 
intellectual  and  brilliant  eye;  and  in  my  imagination  I 
stood  in  the  yard,  at  the  Rocky  Pond,  and,  v/ith  my  last 
lingering  look,  I  saw  him  take  his  departure  from  home 
and  family  and  friends.  I  stood  with  m.y  eyes  suffused 
in  tears,  and  I  caught  the  last  sight  as  he  galloped  off  to 
join  the  regiment  to  engage  in  his  Country's  service. 
Alas!  Alas!  it  was  the  last  sight!  This,  dear  Sarah,  is  no 
fancy  sketch ;  it  was  a  sad  reality ;  it  is  orJy  a  brief  recital 
of  what  transpired.  He  was  a  noble  man,  and  if  it  had 
been  the  will  of  God  to  have  spared  his  life  to  old  age,  I 
think  he  would  have  left  his  im.press  for  good  on  his 
Country's  history,  but  it  was  othen-vise  determined  by 
infinite  wisdom,  and  to  the  behest  of  heaven,  let  us 
humbly  submit. 

And  then  by  the  same  process  of  reviewing  the  past, 
I  take  up  dear  Aunt  Kitty.  I  see  her  stern  look,  her 
authoritative  tone,  as  she  issues  her  commands,  which 
are  always  founded  in  good  sense,  and  indicating  a  strong 
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mind  and  forethought  for  the  best  interest  of  all  of  us, 
though  I  often  thought  her  severe.  Yet  I  now  realize 
that  she  justly  merited  to  be  classed  among  the  best  of 
women.  And  then  our  dear  old  Grandmother.  Oh!  I 
shall  remember,  as  long  as  memory  lasts,  her  prayers  for 
me,  as  she  called  me  her  poor,  little  orphan  boy.  I  tmst, 
yea,  I  believe,  my  sainted  Grandmothers  prayers  have 
been  ansv/ered  in  my  case.  Yes,  my  Cousin,  you  did 
her  but  justice  when  you  said  she  was  kind  and  sympa- 
thetic and  had  a  practical  knowledge  of  remedies  for  the 
sick  and  sorrowful. 

But  now,  in  the  brief  space  of  a  few  years,  compara- 
tively, they  all  sleep  in  the  grass  and  all  that  is  left  of 
them  is  the  Impress  written  upon  our  minds  and  hearts 
for  good,  which  is  more  precious  than  riches  and  more 
valuable  than  gold.  You  and  I  have  now  the  incon- 
testible  evidences  of  the  fact,  that  we,  too,  soon  are  to 
fall  asleep  as  our  dear  friends  have  done,  but  a  bright 
hope  flashes  on  the  mind,  v/hen  we  can  feel  that  through 
the  merits  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  we  have  a  title  to  that 
inheritance  which  is  undenled,  that  fadeth  not  away,  and 
we  shall  be  again  reunited  to  the  dear  long  lost  ones  (to 
us  here)  where  there  will  be  no  separation,  for  Adieus 
are  sounds  unheard  in  heaven,  and  tears  never  fall  in 
sight  of  that  bright  world.  Oh !  Sarah,  I  often  think  of 
your  interesting  family  of  children,  hov/  you  have  been 
blest-;  but  then  a  solemn  thought  impresses  itself  on  my 
mind,  are  they  all  God's  dear  children,  have  they  all  been 
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united  to  Christ  by  a  loving  faith?  They  may  possess 
as  they  do,  all  the  graces  and  accomplishments  necessary 
to  adorn  the  walks  of  life,  but  the  great  one  thing  needful 
is  indispensable  to  their  future  happiness.  May  God 
bless  them  and  adopt  them  all  into  his  family.  Make 
them  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  his  dear  son,  our 
adorable  Redeemer. 

I  must  now  close  this  much  longer  letter  than  I 
anticipated  when  I  sat  down  to  write.  I  have  written 
you  hurriedly  as  I  am  now  on  the  eve  of  leaving  home 
to  attend  a  Baptist  Association. 

Please  remember  me  affectionately  to  all  your  dear 
children  and  give  my  thanks  to  Cousin  Hattie  for  the 
picture.  I  would  ask  for  the  pictures  of  your  entire 
family,  but  perhaps,  this  would  be  drawing  too  largely  on 
your  generosity.  My  wife  begs,  at  any  rate  for  your 
likeness.  She  loves  you,  I  believe,  more  than  any  rela- 
tion I  have,  though  she  has  not  seen  you.  I  got  a  good 
scolding  for  not  attending  Cousin  Josie's  wedding,  and 
for  not  returning  to  see  you  on  my  way  home,  so  you 
see  you  need  not  scold  me  anymore  yourself  about  it,  as 
you  have  a  friend  nearer  at  hand,  who  does  it  for  you. 

Say  to  Aunt  Prudence,  I  v/ill  ansv/er  her  letter  soon. 
I  close  by  just  requesting  you  not  to  drop  our  correspond- 
ence, promising  you  to  be  punctual  on  my  part  in  answer- 
ing your  esteemed  letters. 

Yours  affectionately, 

J.  M.  NEWMAN. 
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The  following  letter  saved  from  fire,  with  one  corner 
of  it  burned. 

Camp  Alston  15th  Feb'y,  18 14. 

Mrs.  Keziah    P.    MacMurphy — Rocky    Pond— Edgefield 
Dist.  So  Carolina: 

received  yours  by   Mr.    Menter.     The 
sausages  I  am  sorry  to  find  are     *     *     * 
being  so  long  confined  from  the  air  but  the 
gloves    came    safe,    and   axe    very    acceptable 
*     *     *     recovered  from  the  measles  and  but 
£qj.     *     *     *     I   regret  very  much  my  being  so 
much  indisposed  since  Col  Youngblood  took  com- 
mand of  the  Regiment.     I  believe  more  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  time  and  information  I  flatter  myself  I  should 
have  gained,  than  from  the  pain    I    suffered    from    the 
measles.     You  wished  me  to  write  you  whether  he  was 
a  religious  character.     I  showed  him  that  part  of  your 
letter,  and  asked  him  how  I  should  answer  it.     He  begs 
me  to  give  his  respects  to  you  and  say  he  is.     My  own 
impression  is  that  he  is  about  as  good  a  one  as  myself. 
He  is  however  an  excellent  officer,  one  capable  of  giving 
every  instmction  to  the  troops  and  one  I  should  glory  to 
accompany  to  the  field  of  action.     Since  I  wrote  you  by 
Jimmy,  we  have  removed  the  encampment  about  a  mile, 
to  a  much  more   pleasant   situation  where   v/e   are   as 
agreeably  situated,  and  supplied  as  we  could  wish.     The 
only  reflection  which  contributes  in  the  smallest  degree 
to  make  me  unhappy  is  my  absence  from  3/ou  and  the 
family,  and  a  doubt  whether  my  business  at  home  goes 
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on  in  a  proper  manner — though  I  have  not  the  smallest 
doubt  but  you  and  my  Father  will  both  do  everything  in 
your  power  to  conduct  it  properly.  I  mentioned  in  my 
last  I  should  in  my  next  enclose  you  some  money.  I 
have  been  disappointed  in  receiving  the  hire  of  the 
wagons,  and  am  unable  of  course  to  do  it — from  the  great 
expenses  I  have  been  at  for  provender  for  the  horses,  I 
think  in  the  course  of  next  week  or  the  week  after  I  shall 
have  the  wagon  discharged,  and  sent  home  so  that  the 
horses  may  go  to  ploughing.  I  will  thus  write  you  again 
for  I  am  too  much  engaged  at  present  to  say  more — 
Anselm  Newsome  is  well,  and  deserves  as  much  credit 
as  any  soldier  in  the  Line  for  his  obedience  to  orders,  and 
strict  attention  to  his  duty  of  every  kind.  He  is  Second 
Sergeant  in  Captain  Chea.tham's  company.  Give  my 
respects  to  my  Father,  and  tell  him  I  would  have  written 
him,  but  since  my  recovery  I  have  been  so  busily  engaged 
that  I  can  scarcely  spare  time  to  take  my  meals  at  regular 
hours  *  *  *  all  the  children  and  tell  *  *  * 
endeavor  to  write  them  by  Ned  *  *  *  ^  Major 
Tolbert  *  *  «  gjyg  ^^y  respects  to  them.  I  never 
calculated  on  receiving  ma  *  *  *  but  did  expect 
they  would  have  written. 

I  am  dear  wife     *     *     *     husband 

GEO  Y  MacMURPHY. 

N  B — Send  James  down  to  Jeff  McKies  to  let  his 
wife  know  he  is  well  and  wishes  a  horse  sent  down  for 
him  to  ride  home.  He  wishes  the  horse  to  be  here  by 
the  tenth  of  March. 
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SARAH  ADAMS  MacWHORTER  TO  JOSEPHINE 
A.  PERRY. 

Sand  Hill,  Augusta,  Ga.,  August  2nd,  1900. 
My  Dear  Josie : 

Eureka!  We  have  found  her!  Elizabeth  Marshall 
Martin,  Aunt  of  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall,  sister  of 
Thomas  Marshall  and  daughter  of  John  Marshall,  wife  of 
Abram  Martin,  and  mother  of  Marshall,  James,  and  the 
other  Martin  brothers. 

Miss  Annie  Martin  was  here  yesterday  with  two 
very  valuable  "finds"  two  letters,  one  from  Elizabeth  her- 
self and  one  from  her  brother  Thomas  Marshall.  I 
inclose  copies  of  the  letters,  they  are  both  written  on  a 
leaf  of  paper  each.  The  writing  of  both  excellent.  That 
of  Thomas  Marshall,  clear,  bold  and  round ;  that  of  Eliza- 
beth, neat,  legible,  not  large,  somewhat  of  a  copy-book 
style,  but  evidently  written  with  an  easy  pen.  Another 
thing  is  proved  by  Elizabeth's  letter  and  that  is  that 
Abram  Martin  did  serve  under  Washington  with  a  com- 
mand in  the  advance  on  Fort  Duquesne.  The  spelling 
in  both  letters  is  perfect;  the  punctuation  is,  as  you  see 
it  in  the  copies.  Brother  and  sister  were  both  evidently 
educated.  The  paper  of  the  letters  was  yellow  with 
time;  that  of  Elizabeth's  very  m^uch  worn,  parted  down 
the  middle,  but  could  be  placed  together  so  that  the  letter 
could  be  read  without  difficulty.  It  had  evidently  been 
carried,  as  a  slip  of  paper,  which  bound  it  stated,  in  her 
brother's  pocket  a  long  tim^e.     This  letter  was  found  in 
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a  bundle  of  bits  of  treasure  belonging  to  Harriet  Martin, 
done  up  in  an  old  undersleeve.  The  letter  was  folded 
in  quarters,  wrapped  in  an  old  piece  of  blue  paper,  with 
a  strip  of  paper  around  it  and  all  wrapped  in  a  piece  of 
oil  silk.  On  the  strip  of  paper  was  written,  "Found  in 
Thomas  Marshall's  pocket  and  given  to  Marshall  by  aunt 
Mary"  Signed,  Mary  Key  Martin.  Fastened  to  this  strip 
of  paper  Vv'as  a  lock  of  baby  hair,  presumably  the  infant 
hair  of  Marshall  Martin  as  he  was  the  baby  referred  to 
in  his  mother's  letter.  This  letter  covered  both  sides  of 
the  leaf  of  paper.  The  letter  of  Thomas,  covered  only 
one  side;  on  the  reverse  side,  was  the  direction.  This 
letter  was  folded  after  the  old-time  fashion  and  sealed 
with  a  red  wafer.  The  entire  wafer  put  on  the  outside, 
half  on  the  upper  fold,  half  had  been  on  the  lower  fold, 
the  wafer  was  intact  and  still  reddish.  The  date  I  have 
quoted  from  Sargeant,  it  may  not  be  correct. 

Aren't  you  glad  to  find  where  Elizabeth  belongs? 
(Signed)  Your  affectionate  sister, 

SARAH  ADAMS  MacWHORTER. 


ELIZABETH   MARSHALL  MARTIN  TO  HER 
BROTHER,  THOMAS   MARSHALL. 

Plantation,  1755. 
Dear  Brother  Thomas: 

We  are  in  much  confusion  and  distress  because  of 
the  burning  of  our  outhouses,  last  night.     They  have 
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taken  away  every  horse  and  fowl,  and  soon  after  they 
left,  the  barns  were  found  to  be  burning.  They  did  not 
come  to  the  house,  and  I  do  not  think  they  were  Indians. 
Gen.  Braddock  and  staiT  camped  here,  last  night.  He 
informed  father  Martin  that,  Abram  had  taken  his  com- 
mand to  join  Col.  Washington  with  Gen.  Braddock  on 
their  way  to  Duquesne.  I  would  it  were  so  that  you  and 
Mary  could  come  here  for  a  while;  two  of  the  children 
have  measles,  and  father  Martin  is  sick  with  dysentery, 
and  I  am  in  bed  with  a  baby  3  days  old,  and  am  too  weak 
to  get  up.  I  fear  the  return  of  the  enemy.  Do  come  it 
possible.  We  have  no  horse  to  send  for  you.  David 
will  take  this  to  you.     I  have  brought  all  the  blacks  into 

the  house.  ^^  „      . 

Your  affectionate  sister, 

(Signed),   ELIZABETH   MARSHALL   MARTIN. 

We  have  two  guns. 


ADDRESSED  TO  MRS.  ELIZABETH  MARSHALL 
MARTIN,  MARTIN'S  PLANTATION,  BY   SIMON. 

Georgetown,  Va.,  December  8th,  1767. 
Dear  Elizabeth: 

I  have  been  to  see  William  Marshall  and  find  he  will 
sell  the  land  for  30  pounds  sterling.  The  receipts  v/ere 
given  by  father  and  are  signed  by  him  only,  John  Mar- 
shall. He  is  not  disposed,  however,  to  sell  the  Spring 
lot.    I   will   buy   the   tobacco   he   had    growing   on   it. 
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William  will  be  here  on  Thursday,  so  be  here  by  lo 
o'clock  to  settle  with  him. 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

(Signed).    THOMAS  MARSHALL. 


CHIEF  JUSTICE  MARSHALL  TO  EDMUND  MAR- 
TIN, SON  OF  MARSHALL,  SON  OF  ABRAM  AND 
ELIZABETH  MARSHALL  MARTIN. 

March,  1833. 
My  Dear  Edmund: 

Your  letter  was  received  with  much  sadness  at  the 
death  of  my  beloved  cousin  Sally  (Mrs.  Edmund  Martin). 
I  S5mipathize  with  you  deeply.  The  boys,  William  and 
Charles,  are  here  and  are  winning  favor  for  themselves. 
Their  fine,  soldierly  appearance  and  bearing  would  stir 
the  heart  of  Aunt  Elizabeth  could  she  see  them,  and  Ed., 
I  believe  she  does.  You  had  best  come  on  and  bring  the 
plats  with  you;  the  papers  are  all  right;  you  will  have 
no  difficulty.  My  health  is  very  feeble  now,  so  you  come 
to  Richmond. 

With  affectionate  greeting,  I  am  your  cousin, 

(Signed).    JOHN  MARSHALL. 
Charles  is  strikingly  like  Marshall  in  his  uniform. 
(41) 
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WILLS 


WILL  OF  G.  Y.  MacMURPHY. 


South  Carolina, 
Beaufort  District. 


In  the  Name  of  God — Amen. 


I  George  Y.  MacMurphy  of  the  District  of  Edgefield 
in  said  State  being  in  ill  health,  but  of  sound,  and  dis- 
posing mmd,  and  memory,  do  make  and  ordain  this  to 
be  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  manner  and  form  follow- 
ing.   In  primis,  I  commend  my  soul  to  Kim  who  gave  it. 

Item,  After  the  discharge  of  my  funeral  expenses,  and 
payment  of  my  just  debts,  it  is  my  will  and  desire  that  the 
whole  of  my  estate  real  and  personal  be  equally  divided 
(share  and  share  alike)  between  my  beloved  wife  Kitty 
McMurphy,  and  the  issue  of  our  marriage  which  may  be 
alive  at  the  time  of  my  death,  provided  that  my  said  wife 
shall  accept  such  share  in  bar  and  in  lieu  of  dower. 

Item,  It  is  my  will  and  desire  that  the  property 
acquired  by  my  said  wife  and  our  issue  under  last  clause, 
be  by  them,  and  their  heirs,  respectively  held  and  enjoyed 
forever,  with  the  exclusion  however  of  my  wife  to  any 
claim  on  the  distributive  share,  or  shares  of  said  children 
in  case  of  the  death  of  one  or  more  of  them,  unless  she 
should  survive  the  whole  of  them. 


Lastly  I  do  hereby  nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint 
my  said  wife  Kitty  McMurphy  executrix  and  my  friend 
Wm.  D.  Martin  Esquire,  attorney  at  law,  executor  of  this 
my  last  will  and  testament.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have 
hereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal,  this  twenty  ninth 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of 
American  Independence. 

Signed  and  sealed  by  the 
said  Geo.  Y.  McMurphy,  as 
his  Last  will  and  testament, 
in  the  presence  of  us,  who  in 
his  presence,  and  the  pres-  \  G.  Y.  MacMURPHY. 
ence    of    each    other    signed  /  (Seal.) 

our  names  as  witnesses: 

FENS  SALTUS, 

W.  YOUNGBLOOD, 

EDMUND  MARTIN. 


WILL  OF  SARAH  SUSANNAH  ADAMS. 

I,  Sarah  Susanna  Adams,  of  the  City  of  Augusta  and 
State  of  Georgia  being  of  sound  mind  though  of  advanced 
age,  desirous  of  disposing  of  my  worldly  goods,  which 
during  my  long  life,  I  have  considered  and  held  in  trust 
for  my  children,  do  hereby  make  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment. All  just  debts  being  paid,  I  beg  my  children  to 
divide  equally  among  themselves  what  is  left  of  my  prop- 
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erty,  feeling  assured  for  the  love  they  bear  me,  and  bear 
each  other,  all  will  be  accomplished  in  the  spirit  of  justice, 
harmony  and  peace.  Would  it  were  in  my  power  to 
enrich  my  grandchildren  with  worldly  possessions,  but  as 
this  privilege  is  denied  me  by,  I  must  believe,  an  all  wise 
Providence,  I  can  only  request  my  heirs  to  bestow  upon 
each  of  them  some  memento  of  their  Grandmothers  love, 
which  I  hope  they  will  receive  with  her  abiding  blessing. 

It  is  my  heart  felt  desire,  if  any  of  my  children  can 
arrange,  to  retain  alone,  or  together,  in  justice  to  them- 
selves and  others,  the  Home,  I  have  always  loved,  and 
around  which  centre  so  many  cherished  sentiments  and 
fond  memories,  that  they  will  do  so. 

I  appreciate  the  good  qualities  of  the  servants  now 
with  me,  and  should  they,  Jane  Smith,  Anaky  Williams, 
Thomas  Johnson,  and  Robert  Collins,  stay  v/ith  me  the 
remainder  of  my  life,  I  would  like  my  heirs  to  give  them 
some  testimonial  of  my  appreciation  of  their  services. 

My  son  John  M.  Adams,  Grandson  Joseph  Ganahl, 
and  my  daughter  Annie  Adams,  I  appoint  my  Executors 
and  Executrix.  Praying  that  God  will  aid  and  direct  you, 
my  children,  in  the  work  before  you,  and  the  spirit  of  love 
may  reign  now  and  always  v/ith  you,  I  herewith  set  my 
hand  and  seal. 

SARAH  S.  ADAMS. 

In  presence  of  Testatrix  and  of  each  other: 
JULIA  CLAUDE  TERRETT, 
VAL  W.  STARNES, 
JOHN  W.  DICKEY. 
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"DEATH  OF  MR.  JOHN  M.  ADAMS.* 

"It  becomes  our  painful  duty  to  announce  the  death 
of  one  of  our  worthiest  and  most  esteemed  citizens,  Mr. 
John  M.  Adams,  who  died  yesterday  afternoon,  after  a 
brief  but  violent  attack,  in  the  prime  of  life  and  the  full 
vigor  of  manhood ;  leaving  an  interesting  family,  to  whom 
his  loss  is  irreparable,  and  a  Large  circle  of  attached 
friends  to  mourn  his  demise. 

"Long  a  resident  of  Augusta,  he  was  eminently  dis- 
tinguished for  his  kindness  of  heart,  his  excellence  of 
character  and  his  high-gouXed  integrity  ia  all  the  relations 
of  life.  A  prominent  and  successful  merchant,  he  had 
deservedly  acquired  a  high  reputation,  not  less  for  his 
keen  sagacity,  than  his  unbending  probity  and  delicate 
sense  of  mercantile  honor.  Few  men,  indeed,  in  any 
station  of  life,  enjoyed  in  so  high  a  degree,  the  confidence 
of  all  who  knew  or  came  in  contact  with  him.  Peace  to 
his  ashes. 

"His  funeral  will  take  place  at  3  o'clock  this  after- 
noon, from  his  residence  on  the  Sand  Hills." 


•From  Ctironicle  and  Sentinel,  Augusta,  Georgia,  January  23.  1853. 
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MORE    OLD    LETTERS 
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JOHN  M.  ADAMS  TO  HIS  PARENTS. 

Hartford,  August  ist,  1821. 
Mr.  Joseph  Adams,  Litchfield,  Conn. 

Dear  Father:  Being  in  need  of  pecuniary  assistance 
I  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  you  once  more  for  relief. 
I  cannot  but  feel  a  little  unpleasantly  to  be  obliged  at  my 
age  to  call  on  a  parent  for  pocket  money,  but  situated  as 
I  am,  I  have  no  other  recourse.  Should  you  think  proper 
to  send  it  next  week  by  Mr.  Parks,  it  will  be  received 
with  gratitude  and  used  with  prudence.  Mr.  Beech  spoke 
to  me  a  few  days  since  about  going  to  Augusta  in  the 
Fall,  and  said  that  he  wished  to  have  me  go.  I  did  not 
give  him  a  decisive  answer  at  the  time,  as  I  wished  first 
to  hear  from  you.  You  will  please  to  inform  me  what 
you  think  of  it?  for  my  own  part  I  feel  quite  indifferent 
about  it.  Mr.  Beech  v/ill  probably  be  in  Litchfield  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  weeks.  He  is  now  in  New  York. 
Remembrance  to  all. 

Yours  affectionately, 

JOHN  M.  ADAMS. 

If  you  have  heard  from  any  of  my  Brothers  or  Sisters 
since  I  left  Litchfield  please  to  inform  me.     Also  tell  me 


if  Henry  intends  visiting  Litchfield  this  summer.  I 
received  a  letter  from  Thomas  Saturday  morning.  He 
mentions  that  it  is  very  unhealthy  in  Augusta. 


Augusta,  March  27th,  1827. 
Mr.  Joseph  Adams,  Litchfield,  Conn. 

My  Dear  Parents :  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
of  sending  by  General  Woodruff  to  write  you  a  few  lines. 
I  am  sorry  I  cannot  have  the  satisfaction  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  you.  I  really  think  hard 
of  it,  my  dear  Parent,  that  you  have  so  entirely  neglected 
me,  since  I  left  you  last  Fall.  I  doubt  not  but  you  often 
think  of  me  with  all  the  interest  and  anxiety  that  a  parent 
can,  and  that  you  entertain  for  me,  as  you  ever  have 
manifested,  the  tender  and  affectionate  feelings  of  a 
Parent.  Still  knowing  that  our  friends  remain  unchange- 
able in  their  affection  and  friendship  does  not  lessen  our 
desire  to  hold  communication  with  them,  but  greatly 
increases  it.  I  know  I  have  been  negligent  in  writing  to 
all  my  friends,  particularly  to  you,  for  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I  have  written  you  but  once  since  my  return 
to  Augusta,  but  that  is  once  more  than  you  have  written 
to  me,  be  this  as  it  may.  I  hope  you  will  favor  me  with 
a  letter  on  receipt  of  this.  Since  my  return  to  this  place 
my  business  lias  kept  me  almost  constantly  employed 
except  for  a  short  time.  I  have  had  no  other  help  in  the 
store  but  Mr.  A.  O.  Parmalee.     Our  business  has  been 
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equal  to  my  expectations  thus  far,  in  fact  more  than  I 
could  have  expected  for  the  first  year,  and  considering 
the  "hard  times"  business  of  all  kinds  has  been  extremely 
dull,  through  the  Fall  and  Winter,  and  we  do  not  look 
for  much  better  times  at  present.  These  are  truly  and 
emphatically  "hard  times"  in  the  cotton  growing  States. 
The  staple  article  of  the  country  commands  a  price  hardly 
equal  to  the  interest  on  the  valuation  of  plantations  and 
negroes  that  make  the  cotton.  This  causes  pretty  gen- 
eral distress  through  the  country.  The  planters  are 
unable  to  pay  their  debts  to  country  merchants  and 
country  merchants  are  unable  to  pay  theirs.  The  scarcity 
of  money  I  believe  has  not  been  known  to  be  so  great  in 
this  country.  We  hope  for  better  tim^es.  I  do  not  doubt 
but  by  attention  and  perseverance  I  shall  be  able  at  least 
to  make  a  good  living  and  hope  to  do  more.  Mr.  Parmalee 
will  probably  stay  with  me  through  the  summer,  and  hope 
through  the  next  season.  I  find  him  to  be  an  excellent 
young  man,  spry,  steady  and  attentive  to  business  and 
will  no  doubt  make  a  good  merchant  and  useful  member 
of  society.  We  both  board  at  my  old  boarding  house, 
Mrs.  McMurphy's.  Mrs.  McM  often  reminds  me  of  my 
own  mother,  by  displaying  some  of  those  kind  and 
motherly  attentions  to  those  around  her,  which  I  have  so 
often  witnessed  at  home.  She  has  often  wished  me  to 
give  her  respects  to  you.  There  has  been  a  considerable 
revival  of  religion  in  this  City.  Among  the  subjects  are 
Misses  Sarah  and  Kesia  McMurphy.  The  latter  has 
joined  the  Baptist  Church.     The  former  will  unite  herself 

(57) 


to  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  next  Communion  day. 
There  are  some  others  of  my  acquaintance  that  have 
become  serious.  I  wish  I  could  say  for  the  comfort  o£ 
my  parents  that  I  too  was  about  to  "take  up  the  cross." 
I  hope  they  may  always  have  the  satisfaction  and  com- 
fort of  knowing  that  my  walk  and  conduct  through  this 
life  is  such  as  to  meet  the  approbation  and  respect  of  man 
if  not  of  God.  God  grant  that  it  may  meet  His  approba- 
tion! I  received  a  letter  from  Charles  some  time  since, 
informing  me  of  his  intention  of  taking  a  wife.  I  have 
seen  by  the  papers  that  he  is  now  no  less  than  a  married 
man.  Were  any  of  you  down  to  the  wedding?  I  see 
that  Charles  has  given  up  his  religious  paper  and  com- 
menced another  one.  What  do  you  think  of  his  prospects? 
I  received  a  letter  from  Henry  some  time  since.  He  w^as 
then  in  Tuskaloosa,  was  undetermined  about  his  business. 
I  wrote  him  about  ten  days  since.  Have  you  heard  any- 
thing from  Amos  yet?  Where  are  his  wife  and  children? 
I  conclude  Harriet  is  with  you  yet.  Ask  her  if  she 
remembers  Uncle  John  yet.  How  are  Sallie  and  Betsy 
getting  along?  I  hope  to  receive  a  letter  from  Sister 
Mary  and  Kezia  before  this  reaches  you.  Give  a  Brother's 
love  to  them  and  William,  and  accept  assurance  of 
unchangeable  love,  and  affection  for  my  Parents, 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 

Give  my  respects  to  all  my  male  and  female  acquaint- 
ances and  relations  who  may  inquire  about  me. 
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Augusta,  Sept.  20th,  1828. 
Mr.  Joseph  Adams,  Litchfield,  Conn. 

My  Dear  Parents:  I  left  New  York  on  the  ist  and 
reached  this  place  on  the  14th  in  good  health  nothing 
having  occurred  during  our  journey  of  great  interest,  I 
stopped  two  days  in  Philadelphia  and  visited  the  water 
works  and  some  other  places  of  curiosity  and  interest  to 
strangers.  Made  a  stop  of  one  day  in  Baltimore,  visited 
the  celebrated  Cathedral,  the  paintings  in  which  far  sur- 
passed anything  I  ever  witnessed,  or  even  my  expecta- 
tions from  representations.  I  think  any  person  is  well 
paid  for  considerable  trouble  to  see  them.  The  celebrated 
monument  is  also  well  worth  attention  from  strangers. 
From  Baltimore  I  went  to  Washington  and  visited  the 
Capitol,  President's  house  &c,  thence  proceeded  down 
the  Potomac  to  Fredericksburgh  Va,  where  v/e  commence 
the  tedious  uninterrupted  mail  stage  journey  to  this  place. 
After  two  days  and  one  night  travel,  passing  through 
Richmond  and  Petersburgh  we  came  to  Warrenton  N.  C. 
when  I  left  the  stage  and  spent  two  days  at  the  Shucco 
Springs  nine  miles  distant  from^  Warrenton,  at  which 
place  I  saw  considerable  beauty  and  North  Carolina 
fashion.  I  left  the  place  however  as  sound  as  when  I 
stopped.  I  made  no  other  delay  on  the  road,  and  in  due 
course  reached  this  place  in  the  night  of  the  14th.  I 
found  all  my  friends  well,  and  apparently  gave  an  old 
acquaintance  a  cordial  welcome  home.  My  business 
being  in  the  care  of  an  attentive  and  prudent  young  man, 
A-  O.  Parmalee,  I  found  had  been  well  managed  and 
entirely  to  my  satisfaction.     The  crops  I  find  are  not 
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likely  to  be  so  abundant  as  they  promised  in  the  early 

part  of  the  season,  but  hope  there  will  be  enough  made  to 

answer  the  purposes  of  our  Farmers,  and  make  them  and 

country  merchants  to  buy  pretty  liberally  of  Groceries. 

I  am  apprehensive  we  shall  find  business  this  season  quite 

dull.     Cotton  is  coming  into  market  freely,  and  am  sorry 

to  say  is  selling  at  low  rates.     Our  river  is  so  extremely 

low,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  up  our  goods  and 

when  we  do,  it  is  after  being  a  long  time  coming  and  at 

very  high  rate  of  freight.     With  regard  to  William  I  hope 

you  will  be  enabled  soon  to  find  a  situation  for  him  either 

in  some  respectable  Grocery  store,  in  a  City,  or  some  store 

in  the  country.     I  have  made  some  inquiries  but  have 

been  unable  to  find  a  situation.     Do  you  not  think  it 

would  be  as  well  to  put  him  in  a  store  for  a  year  or  two 

either  in  Connecticut  or  to  the  Westward?     I  expected 

to  have  heard  from  you  at  New  York  respecting  Sister 

Sallies   health.     I   hope   to    hear   shortly   of   her    entire 

recovery.     I   am   now  boarding  at  the  Planters   Hotel. 

Mr.  Parmalee  will  occupy  my  seat  at  Mrs.  McMurphy's 

table.     Please  say  to  Sister  Kezia  that  I  shall  expect  to 

hear  from  her  on  receipt  of  this,  if  she  has  not  previously 

written,  and  shall  expect  a  particular  detail  of  occurances 

since  I  left,  all  of  which  will  be  interesting.     I  shall  wait 

writing  to  her  till  then.     You  will  please  give  my  respects 

to   my   acquaintances.     Be   assured   of   the   unchanging 

affection  of  your  son.  ^    __    A-nwA-n/rc 

^  J.  M.  ADAMS. 

Please  write  me  when  you  can  find  it  convenient. 
Say  to  Harriet  she  must  not  forget  "Uncle  John." 

(60) 


Augusta,  May  12th,  1829. 
By  H.  Webster. 
Mr.  Joseph  Adams,  Litchfield,  Conn. 

My  Dear  Parents:     You  will  no  doubt  think  very 
strange  that  I  have  so  long  neglected  to  write  to  you.     I 
hardly  know  myself  why  your  kind  letter  has  not  been 
before  acknowledged,  but  so  it  is,  and  I  must  trust  to  you 
to  find  some  excuse  for  me.     I  think  of  my  friends  as 
often  and  feel  as  warm  affection  for  them  as  I  ever  did, 
but  I  am  so  unhappily  averse  to  letter  writing,  that  I  am 
apt  to  satisfy  myself  with  any  kind  of  an  excuse  for  delay- 
ing   a   little   longer   my    duty    to    my    friends.     Mr.    H. 
Webster  leaves  here  this  evening  for  the  North,  and  when 
he  reaches  Litchfield  will  be  able  to  give  you  any  par- 
ticular information  you  wish  concerning  me.     My  not 
going  to  the  North  this  season  I  presume  will  not  dis- 
appoint you,  as  I  did  not  calculate  to  return  this  summer 
when  I  left  you  in  consequence  of  Mr.  A.  O.  Parmalee 
leaving  here  this  summer.     I  shall  be  closely  confined  to 
Augusta  all  summer,  of  course  may  not  calculate  on  as 
pleasant  a  summer,  as  if  I  were  with  my  friends  in  the 
delightful    temperature   of   Litchfield   climate.     Another 
season  and  I  hope  to  again  visit  my  friends.     By  that 
time  I  shall  be  almost  an  old  Bachelor.     The  idea  of  being 
so  called  I  confess  is  not  agreeable,  and  almost  wish  that 
some  fair  one  may  appear  to  conquer  my  stubborn  heart, 
and  prevent  the  singular  shame  to  our  famliy.     But  I 
find  the  older  I  get  the  more  indifferent  I  am  on  that 
subject.     At  times  'tis  true,  when  nothing  else  particular 
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occupies  my  mind,  I  think  seriously  of  looking  about  for 
a  proper  "helpmate,"  but  other  matters  come  in  to  drive 
away   such   laudable   determination,   and   I   find   myself 
resolving,  re-resolving  and  still  live  the  same.     Probably 
T.  J.   Parmalees  intention  of  taking  a  wife   soon,  has 
elicited  these  remarks,  v/hich  I  presume  can  be  of  but 
little  interest  with  you.     I  see  by  the  "Chronicle"  that 
Charles  has  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  establishment. 
What  has  determined  him  to  do  so?    He  mentioned  in  a 
letter  to  me  some  time  since  of  a  probability  of  his  going 
to    Greece.     Is   that   his   present   intention?     From   my 
other  friends  I  have  heard  nothing  since  you  wrote  me. 
Kezia  I  hope  is  well  contented  with  her  new  situation, 
and  makes  such  a  wife  as  to  make  content  and  happy  her 
husband.    I  ought  before  this  to  have  written  Mr.  Rogers. 
Our  business  this  season  so  far  I  think  has  been  as  good 
as  any  former  year  and  hope  to  find  in  taking  stock,  that 
we  have  made  enough  to  defray  expenses,  and  a  small 
balance   for  private   contingencies.     While   speaking   of 
business  let  me  ask  what  has  become  of  William?     Does 
he  still  remain  at  home?     I  hope  not.     I  hope  you  have 
before  this,  found  a  situation  for  him,  where  he  will  be 
obtaining  some  useful  business  information,  and  he  ought 
to  be  aware  of  the  importance  of  a  close  and  rigid  applica- 
tion to  improvement  when  he  has  an  opportunity.     The 
use  he  makes  of  such  an  opportunity  v/ill  most  probably 
determine  his  future  prosperity.     Besides  yourselves   I 
conclude  your  family  consists  of  Henry  and  Sister  Mary, 
William  perhaps  and  little  Harriet,  to  all  of  whom  I  offer 
sincere  love  and  affection.     From  Henry  or  Mary  I  was 
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in  hopes  to  have  received  some  letters  this  winter,  I 
think  I  have  written  Henry  once.  Tell  Harriet  if  she  is 
a  good  girl,  and  helps  her  grandmother,  and  learns  her 
book  well  that  her  Uncle  John  will  give  her  some  "nice" 
things  when  he  comes  to  Litchfield.  I  have  regretted 
very  much  that  I  did  not  visit  Sister  Betsy  last  summer 
and  as  much  that  I  have  never  written  her.  The  swift 
wings  of  time  will  soon  bring  about  another  summer,  and 
with  it  I  hope  that  health  and  prosperity  which  will  enable 
me  to  meet  all  of  my  friends.  You  will  please  remember 
me  to  our  relations  and  friends,  and  accept  my  honest 
prayer  for  your  continual  health  and  happiness. 

JOHN  M.  ADAMS. 


Augusta  July  20,  1829. 
Joseph  Adams  Esqr  Litchfield  Conn. 

My  Dear  Father:  I  received  Beers  Booth  and  St. 
Johns  draft  at  sight  on  J.  D.  Beers  &  Co  of  New  York 
for  Fifty  Dollars  which  please  endorse  on  my  note  as  the 
years  interest  and  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  same.  I 
have  been  expecting  for  a  long  time  to  hear  from  some 
of  you.  I  feel  very  anxious  to  hear  how  my  friends  are 
all  "getting  along"  and  where  they  all  are.  Have  heard 
of  changes  of  residence  by  any  of  our  family  except  Kezia 
and  Henry.  Should  be  glad  to  hear  that  William  was  in 
some  country  store  or  at  some  business  that  might  be  to 
his  future  advantage.     My  health  is  quite  good.     Am  as 
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usual  in  the  summer  season,  rather  thin,  but  very  healthy. 
Should  like  very  much  to  be  with  you  this  summer,  par- 
ticularly as  you  have  Brother  Henry  and  Sister  Mary 
with  you.  Please  say  to  me,  how  Kezia  is  pleased  with 
her  new  situation,  foolish  question!  Well,  of  course! 
Should  like  to  hear  of  my  Bath  friends.  I  hope  Mr,  A.  O. 
Parmalee  will  visit  you  frequently.  Attention  to  him  or 
to  any  of  my  Augusta  friends,  that  may  be  in  Litchfield, 
and  call  on  you,  v/ill  be  remembered  with  gratitude.  I 
wish  to  be  held  in  affectionate  remembrance  by  you  all. 
I  am  affectionately  yours 

JOHN  M.  ADAMS. 

What  do  you  think  of  the  "miniature."     Is  it  correct? 


Augusta  Sept  13,  1829. 

To  Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn. 

My  Dear  Father:  I  have  yours  of  the  28th  ult  pr 
Mr.  Parmalee  and  observed  with  a  deep  interest  its  con- 
tents. I  had  before  heard  through  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Parmalee  that  my  mother  was  sick,  but  was  not  apprised 
of  her  dangerous  situation  until  I  received  yours.  I  sup- 
posed from  your  silence  on  the  subject  that  her  attack 
could  be  but  slight.  A  letter  from  T.  J.  Parmalee  of  date 
3rd  instant  mentions  that  she  is  still  sick,  but  not  con- 
sidered dangerous.  I  hope  soon  to  hear  from  you  that 
she  is  entirely  recovered.     I  can  easily  imagine,  at  least 
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in  a  degree,  your  feelings  during  her  precarious  situation, 
and  be  assured  my  dear  Father  your  children  have  sym- 
pathized with  you  in  those  feelings.  You  can  but  look 
on  your  excellent  partner  in  the  cares,  troubles  and 
pleasures  of  this  life,  as  the  material  source,  except 
omnipotence,  from  which  you  can  make  the  evening  of 
this  life  comfortable  and  happy.  May  Heaven  in  mercy 
restore  and  continue  to  you  our  best  of  mothers,  to  par- 
take with  you,  and  be  your  comfort  in  all  the  remaining 
scenes  of  this  transitory  world,  which  Heaven  has  alloted 
to  you.  My  Mother  I  know  will  be  perfectly  resigned  to 
the  will  of  Providence  whatever  that  might  be,  happy  for 
her  that  her  life  of  piety  to  her  Maker,  has  insured  her 
submission,  and  resignation  to  His  will,  even  to  a  death 
bed  trial.  May  that  trial  be  far  distant!  I  did  hear 
before  receiving  yours  that  Sister  Mary  had  been  sick. 
Am  thankful  to  hear  that  she  is  recovered.  Henry  also 
I  observed  by  his  paper  has  been  sick.  Am  told  by  Mr. 
Parmalee  that  he  is  recovered  also.  These  visitations  of 
disease  and  pain  in  "our"  family  at  home,  brings  forcibly 
to  mind  the  peculiar  blessings  of  health  which  have 
always  been  enjoyed  by  that  family.  I  hope  you  will 
have  written  me  long  before  this  reaches  you.  Brother 
Henry  and  Sister  Mary  I  hope  will  also  occasionally  write. 
William  might  improve  himself  by  occasionally  spending 
an  evening  in  writing  his  Brother.  Assure  him.  I  shall 
take  it  as  a  particular  favor.  I  am  anxious  to  know  v;hat 
his  calculations  or  wishes  are  as  to  his  future  dependance 
for  a  living  and  respectability.     Am  told  he  is  now  in  the 
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printing  office.  Does  he  design  continuing  in  that  busi- 
ness? I  anticipated  a  good  deal  of  pleasure  in  receiving 
a  letter  from  little  Harriet,  as  Mr.  Parmalee  mentioned 
in  one  of  his  letters  that  she  promised  to  write  by  him. 
As  she  has  failed  to  do  so,  tell  her  I  cannot  forgive  her  if 
she  does  not  redeem  the  promise  made  to  Mr.  Parmalee. 
I  wish  to  see  how  well  she  writes.  In  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Webster  that  I  have  just  finished,  I  desired  him  to  employ- 
Mr.  Dickenson  to  take  yours  and  Mothers  likenesses.  Will 
you  oblige  me  by  sitting  for  them?  I  am  told  there  is  a 
little  defect  discovered  in  my  miniature.  The  artist  by 
whom  it  was  taken  will  be  in  Augusta  this  winter,  and 
if  you  will  send  the  miniature  out  by  Mr.  Webster  I  will 
have  it  improved.  I  have  heard  nothing  from  Kezia  since 
she  has  been  Mrs.  Rogers,  or  from  any  of  my  Brothers 
or  Sisters,  except  Charles,  for  a  long  time.  Please  say  to 
me  if  they  are  well  and  doing  well?  I  trust  next  summer 
I  shall  be  able  to  leave  our  business  long  enough  to  make 
them  all  a  short  visit.  Amos  I  fear  will  be  excepted. 
My  health  this  summer  has  been  usually  good,  tho  I  am 
hardly  the  same  "Old  tough"  that  I  was  when  that  appel- 
ation  was  given,  some  eighteen  or  twenty  years  since. 
How  short  the  time  appears  to  that  period  of  youth,  yet 
what  a  great  proportion  of  my  life  has  the  intervening 
time  taken  away.  In  much  love  and  affection  speak  of 
me  to  Mother,  Brothers  and  Sisters. 

JOHN. 
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Augusta  Aug  26,  1830. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn. 

My  Dear  Father:  Yours  of  the  15  inst  has  just  come 
to  hand.  I  hasten  to  hand  you  a  reply.  If  you  still  think 
it  best  for  William  to  come  South  and  he  is  disposed  to  do 
so,  it  will  be  time  that  he  was  about  starting  when  this 
reaches  you.  He  ought  at  the  latest  to  be  here  by  the  ist 
of  October,  and  in  order  to  reach  here  at  that  time,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  start  him  off  as  soon  as  possible.  If 
Edwin  Webster  is  starting  about  that  time,  it  would  be 
a  good  opportunity  for  him  to  come  on  in  his  company, 
if  it  is  not  found  convenient  to  come  with  Edwin,  you 
will  direct  him  to  Mr.  H.  Webster  in  New  York,  who  will 
furnish  him  with  the  m.eans  on  my  account,  and  provide 
a  conveyance  either  by  land  or  water  as  he  may  think 
best.  I  v/ill  write  to  Mr.  Webster  on  the  subject  in  my 
next  communication  to  him.  On  receipt  of  this  please 
say  to  me,  at  what  time  William  leaves  Litchfield  and 
direct  him  to  inform  me  from  New  York  the  time  that 
he  leaves  there  and  hov/?  I  wish  particularly  to  know 
when  he  leaves  Litchfield,  that  I  may  provide  a  situation 
for  him,  either  with  us,  or  with  some  good  strict  mer- 
chant. If  William  possesses  capacity,  industry  and  per- 
serverance,  he  can  without  doubt  do  well  in  this  country 
He  of  course  at  first  can  only  expect  a  living,  but 
in  due  time,  if  he  determines  so  to  do,  he  can  do  some- 
thing to  his  advantage,  without  much  doubt  all  will  de- 
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pend  on  himself.  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  friends  are 
generally  well,  and  doing  well.  Brother  Henry  and  Sis- 
ter Mary  have  I  believe  some  cause  of  complaint 
against  me  for  my  negligence  in  v/riting  them,  I  do 
intend  soon  to  write  them,  as  well  as  other  Brothers  and 
Sisters — I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Charles  has  done  well. 
I  very  much  feared  that  the  small  profits  of  the  business 
might  be  the  cause  of  his  selling  out.  What  does  he  de- 
sign doing  in  future  to  make  the  "pot-boil" — I  must  write 
to  Charles,  for  I  suppose  how  much  soever  leisure  he 
might  have,  he  v/ould  not  condescend  to  write  me  till  I 
had  replied  to  his  last. 

I  instructed  Mr  Webster  some  time  since,  to  pay  you 
Sixty  dollars  on  my  account — trust  you  have  received 
that  amount  from  him,  being  amount  of  interest  on  my 
note.  My  wife  has  been  for  the  last  five  weeks  in  the 
Country,  at  her  mother's  in  So.  Ca.  about  twenty-five 
miles  from  here.  I  go  up  to  pay  her  a  visit  every  Satur- 
day and  return  on  Monday — her  health  has  been  and  now 
is  unusually  good  "Considering"  *  *  *  but  there 
is  no  knowing  whether  Jackson  or  Clay  will  be  Pres- 
ident "till  after  the  Election."  It  is  our  present  inten- 
tion to  go  North  next  summer,  and  if  by  the  leave  of 
Providence  we  do  so — nothing  would  be  more  gratifying 
than  making  the  trip  to  Bath,  in  company  with  our  dear 
Parents.  My  Sarah  is  very  anxious  to  see  the  originals 
of  your  miniatures,  and  also  the  rest  of  my  friends,  as 
well  as  that  delightful  country  she  has  so  often  heard  of. 
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If  she  was  here  she  would  wish  to  be  kept  in  your  remem- 
brance, and  affection,  with  your  affectionate  son, 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 
To  Jos  Adams  Esq 

Love  to  all  as  usual.  Why  dont  Harriet  write  me 
a  letter  occasionally?  I  suppose  when  I  see  her  again, 
she  will  be  very  much  grown  and  otherwise  altered.  Has 
Kezia  any  little  one  yet — dont  scold  v/hen  you  are  de- 
ciphering this,  for  it  will  make  it  no  plainer ! ! — 


Augusta  Feb  17,  1831. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn. 

My  dear  Parents:  I  have  this  day  received  yours 
per  Wm.  T.  Gould  of  date  i6th  Dec.  and  am  by  it  again 
reminded  of  my  inexcusable  neglect  in  writing  to  you 
and  others  of  my  friends  in  Litchfield  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  offer  any  apology  for  my  conduct,  for  none  could  be 
made  reasonable  or  I  fear  acceptable.  I  must  therefore 
depend  on  your  goodness  for  forgiveness.  I  have^  almost 
daily  thoughts  of  writing  to  you,  knowing  it  to  be  my 
duty  as  well  as  my  wish  to  do  so,  but  as  often  an  innate 
propensity  to  delay  caused  me  to  to  put  off  from  time  to 
time  till  I  am  really  almost  ashamed  to  address  you. 
True,  I  have  had  little  to  communicate  that  would  proba- 
bly be  of  much  interest  to  you — that  little  however  I  have 
every  reason  to  think  would  be,  more  frequently  repeated, 
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gratifying  and  acceptable  to  my  Parents  and  others — to 
speak  then  of  ourselves  and  our  little  offspring,  for 
whom  I  know  you  feel  a  deep  interest.  Since  I  last  wrote 
you,  we  have  been  generally  blessed  with  health.  We 
have  also,  as  you  are  aware  been  blessed,  we  now 
view  it  as  such,  with  a  "sweet  little  darling"  of  the  femi- 
nine gender,  which  after  due  deliberation  with  all  con- 
cerned, is  by  common  consent  called,  "Mary  Kezia"  as  a 
suitable  family  name,  being  the  name  of  its  Grandmother 
and  two  Aunts  on  one  side  of  the  house  and  after  its 
Aunt  Mary  and  Kezia  in  our  family.  This  was  a  "pretty'* 
name  enough  and  adopted  as  comprising  m.ore  of  the 
names  of  the  two  families  than  any  other  could.  My 
wife  and  others  of  her  family  proposed  calling  it  Debo- 
rah, but  I  thought  the  name  too  ugly.  All  of  this  import- 
ant consultation  and  decision — as  well  as  the  birth  of  the 
child,  took  place  at  Mrs  McMurphy's  residence  in  Edge- 
field Dist  So.  Ca  about  twenty  five  miles  from  the  city. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  little  Mary  has  been  doing 
well  with  few  intermissions,  and  daily  gaining  in  strength 
and  beauty,  and  at  this  time  you  may  fancy  her  one  of 
the  prettiest  and  m.ost  interesting  children  of  5]^  months 
old  that  you  ever  saw,  without  much  injustice  to  the  bal- 
ance. She  is  thought  to  be  the  perfect  image  of  her 
father,"  what  enconiums  on  my  beauty!  in  truth  her 
features  are  of  the  Adams  stamp— of  her  for  the  present 
enough !  Of  ourselves — so  soon  as  Sarah  had  suffi- 
ciently recovered  I  brought  her  back  to  our  lodgings 
(loth  of  October)  that  she  left  about  three  months  pre- 
vious, at  the  Planters  Hotel — where  we  now  are,  in  very 
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comfortable  and  independent  quarters.  Sarah  being  fully 
occupied  in  attending  to  the  thousand  little  real,  and 
imaginary  wants  of  the  babe,  and  other  domestic  matters 
— and  myself  fully  engaged  in  attending  to  our  business 
— thus  passes  our  time.  We  are  undetermined  as  yet 
whether  we  shall  go  to  housekeeping  next  season  or  not. 
Should  like  very  much  to  do  so  but  fear  it  will  require  too 
much  of  my  time.  Our  present  calculation  is  to  leave 
here  as  soon  as  the  ist  of  June,  to  spend  the  summer  with 
our  friends  at  the  North.  In  this  visit  I  need  not  say  we 
anticipate  much  pleasure,  if  life  and  health  is  continued 
to  us  all.  I  am  anxious  to  visit  our  family  at  Bath  this 
summer  and  am  anxious  to  get  off  in  time  to  do  so.  and 
in  that  case  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  your  company. 
Say  to  Charles  that  I  intend  soon  replying  to  his  letter, 
April  g.  1831.  Being  called  off  when  I  had  nearly  finished 
my  letter  to  you.  I  have  suffered  it  to  remain  till  now. 
I  was  astonished  to  find  so  much  time  had  elapsed  since  I 
carried  my  wife  and  child  to  the  country,  eight  days  since 
to  visit  her  friends,  preparatory  to  leaving  for  the  North, 
she  v/ill  probably  remain  two  or  three  weeks  longer, 
when  we  shall  begin  to  prepare  for  our  journey,  but  shall 
not  probably  get  off  before  June,  as  before  stated.  They 
v/ere  well,  three  or  four  days  since.  I  may  be  compelled 
to  make  a  trip  in  the  Country  before  I  leave,  in  that  case 
it  may  be  as  late  as  loth  June  before  we  leave.  Love  to 
all.    I  am  Affectionately  Yours 

JOHN  M.  ADAMS. 
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Augusta,  May  12,  1833. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn. 

My  Dear  Parents:  I  received  your  kind  letter  some 
time  since  in  due  course  of  mail.  Sarah  is  at  this  time  in 
the  Country,  and  I  am  not  able  to  find  the  letter— pre- 
sume she  has  put  it  away  carefully  with  her  valuables. 
I  am  really  ashamed  that  I  have  neglected  so  long  writ- 
ing you  and  know  no  good  reason  why  I  have  done  so. 
I  know  you  will  find  some  excuse  for  me,  when  you 
know  that  my  time  and  mind  is  so  much  occupied  with 
my  business  concerns  that  I  really  do  not  give  as  much 
time  to  my  fam.ily  as  they  are  entitled  to.  Sarah  says 
she  has  much  cause  to  complain  of  my  absence  from 
home.  Since  you  heard  from  me  I  know  of  nothing  of 
much  interest  that  has  befallen  us.  Our  own  health  has 
been  generally  good,  as  also  that  of  our  children.  Little 
Mary  is  a  very  healthy  large  child,  and  has  improved 
amazingly  since  you  saw  her.  We  think  her  a  real  prod- 
igy for  beauty  as  well  as  for  her  uncommon  development 
of  intellect.  She  is  really  a  very  intelligent  and  interest- 
ing child,  and  so  acknowledged  by  disinterested  obsen/- 
ers.  She  now  talks  quite  plain,  and  often  talks  about 
"Grand  Pah"  and  "Grand  Mah  Adams"  and  others  of  her 
Litchfield  friends.  She  says  she  recollects  all  of  them, 
(which  of  course  is  true)  and  all  about  the  garden,  run- 
ning up  to  Aunt  Mary's  &c  &c. 

Our  youngest  Sarah  Deborah  is  thought  by  many 
the  handsomest  child,  her  mother  is  loud  in  her  praise. 
She  is  apparently  one  of  those  meek  and  amiable  disposi- 
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tions,  observing,  intelligent,  and  handsome  features,  with 
all  that  pleases  every  one.  She  has  always  been  a  healthy 
child,  yet  more  delicate  than  her  sister.  She  is  now  about 
nine  months  old.  William  is  in  good  health,  and  has 
been  so  generally.  I  believe  he  is  pleased  with  Georgia 
and  will  probably  become  a  permanent  citizen.  William 
much  surpasses  my  expectations  as  a  business  man,  he 
has  already  so  well  qualified  himself  for  usefulness,  that 
he  has  become  almost  indispensable  in  prosecuting  our 
business.  He  is  in  fact  the  best  young  man  in  a  store  that 
I  have  ever  known,  for  the  time  he  has  had  to  acquaint 
himself  with  the  business.  So  far  as  I  can  discover  he 
keeps  clear  of  any  objectionable  habits  of  any  sort.  Un- 
less there  is  a  material  change  in  him  which  I  do  not  fear 
he  will  in  due  time  have  an  opportunity  under  most 
favorable  circum.stances  to  do  something  for  himself,  and 
if  he  fails  to  do  well  it  will  probably  be  his  own  fault.  I 
intend,  if  I  am  able,  to  do  well  by  him.  He  has  expressed 
no  wish  about  making  a  visit  to  his  friends.  Should  you 
desire  it,  he  can  probably  make  you  a  visit  next  season, 
or  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  put  it  off  some  longer. 
Your  own  wishes,  as  well  as  his  own  will  however  deter- 
mine that.  I  wish  you,  Henry  and  Charles  would  write 
to  him.  I  fear  he  thinks  himself  rather  neglected.  I  have 
had  some  idea  of  taking  my  family  North  this  season, 
but  think  I  shall  not  be  able  to  leave  here  in  time.  Where 
they  will  spend  the  summer  is  yet  undetermined.  It  is 
probable  I  may  be  with  you  a  short  time,  in  course  of  the 
summer.    I  am  very  anxious  to  go  and  see  how  all  of  my 
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friends  are  getting  along  (May  26th).  After  writing  thus 
far,  two  weeks  since,  I  was  called  off,  since  then  by  family 
have  returned  from  the  Country,  and  we  have  made  up 
our  minds  to  go  North  this  summer.  Sarah  with  the  chil- 
dren will  leave,  present  arrangement,  on  the  8th  of  next 
month  for  Charleston — there  take  passage  to  New  York 
and  remain  in  Newark  N.  J.  with  her  Aunt,  until  I  go  on. 
She  is  going  on  under  the  charge  of  her  Uncle  Reed.  So 
good  an  opportunity  to  send  the  family,  has  determined 
us  upon  going  North.  I  shall  probably  leave  here  early 
in  July,  as  early  as  the  ist  if  possible.  We  hope  to  make 
you  a  visit  by  the  middle  of  July.  Mary  is  not  well  today, 
but  hope  she  will  be  entirely  well  before  we  start.  She 
says  tell  Grand  papa  and  Grand  mama  that  she  is  a  good 
girl  and  is  going  to  see  them.  She  is  much  delighted  at 
the  idea  and  talks  much  of  it.  Sarah  unites  with  me  in 
much  love,  to  all  our  near  friends.  We  hope  to  meet  you 
all  in  good  health  in  the  course  of  July.  Among  other 
anticipated  pleasures  I  calculate  in  joining  Henry  and 
Charles  in  some  fishing  excursions.    Affectionately 

JOHN  M.  ADAMS. 


New  York  July,  8,  1833. 
Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn. 

My  Dear  Parents :    I  arrived  here  on  the  3rd  and  the 
same  evening  went  to  Newark,  where  my  family  had 
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been  better  than  two  weeks.  I  found  them  all  sick. 
Our  youngest  having  been  very  ill,  they  are  still  rather 
feeble,  but  have  so  far  recovered  as  to  come  to  the  City 
today.  We  shall  remain  here  Three  or  Four  days,  and 
then  start  for  Litchfield — perhaps  by  the  way  of  Hart- 
ford. We  shall  probably  be  with  you  by  Saturday  of 
this  week.  Hope  we  may  find  you  all  in  good  health. 
My  wife  sends  love  to  all,  and  little  Mary  says  she  wants 
to  see  her  Grand  papa  and  Grand  ma.  I  am,  Affection- 
ately 

JOHN  M.  ADAMS. 


Saratoga  Springs,  Aug  4,  1833. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Lithfield  Conn. 

My  Dear  Father:  We  were  much  gratified  to  learn 
from  your  kind  favor  of  28th  July,  that  you  were  all  well, 
and  that  our  little  Mary  is  so  well  contented,  and  so  little 
trouble  to  you  in  our  absence.  The  dear  little  creature. 
We  can  hardly  express  how  much  we  want  to  see  her. 
We  have  very  much  regretted  that  we  left  her.  We  think 
instead  of  being  troublesome,  she  would  contribute  much 
to  our  enjoyment  having  abundant  leisure  to  attend  to 
her.  I  hope  she  may  continue  to  be  contended  and 
pleased  with  her  school  until  we  return  to  her.  We  de- 
sign leaving  here  in  the  morning  for  Lake  George,  and 
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shall  probably  return  here  on  Wednesday  7th,  and  the 
next  day  start  for  Lebanon  Springs,  via  Troy,  shall  prob- 
ably arrive  at  Lebanon  on  Thursday,  where  we  may 
remain  until  Monday  morning,  when  we  may  start  for 
Litchfield  or  some  other  place.  My  principle  object  in 
writing  at  this  time,  is  to  request  you  to  write  us  on 
receipt  of  this,  and  direct  to  Lebanon  Springs,  to  inform 
us  how  our  Mary  is,  if  still  contented  and  happy,  or 
whether  she  is  becoming  impatient  and  unhappy  at  our 
absence — and  do  say  without  any  reserve  if  she  is  trouble- 
some. I  think  before  this  time  Mother  must  have  care 
enough  from  Julias  sickness,  without  any  unnecessary 
trouble  being  in  her  way.  Please  state  particularly  about 
Julia  her  health  &c  &c.  We  are  anxious  to  hear  from  her. 
We  hope  to  learn  that  she  is  "doing  well"  and  that  he  is 
a  wonderful  fine  one.  I  hope  this  will  find  you  all  in  good 
health.  Little  Sarah  is  much  better  than  when  we  left 
Ld — is  now  quite  well,  except  a  troublesome  breaking  out 
on  her  neck  and  chin — this  is  getting  better  and  we  hope 
will  soon  disappear — it  resembles  the  Chicken  pox — "me, 
mine  and  nurse  all  well."  Should  I  have  any  letters  in 
Litchfield  from  any  quarter,  please  forward  them  also  to 
Lebanon  Springs.  I  learn  by  Mr.  Stanford  that  old  Mr. 
Webster  is  very  low,  and  that  Mr.  H.  Webster  was 
expected  in  Litchfield  the  day  he  left.  Should  he  still  be 
there,  please  let  him  know  when  I  shall  be  at  Lebanon 
Springs,  that  he  may  write  me  if  he  wishes  to  do  so.  I 
will  go  to  New  York  before  I  go  to  Litchfield,  if  he  wishes 
me  to  do  so.     I  am,  Affectionately, 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 
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Washington  D  C  Sept  i8th  1833. 
Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn. 

My  Dear  Parents:  Having  left  New  York  rather 
unexpectedly  and  in  some  hurry  we  neglected  as  we 
intended  to  write  you  from  that  place.  We  left  New  York 
on  Thursday  the  12th  to  make  a  visit  to  our  friends  in 
Newark.  We  left  there  on  Saturday  the  14th  and  by 
Stage,  Steamboat,  Rail  Road  &c  &c  we  passed  through 
Philadelphia  Baltimore  and  arrived  here  this  evening,  all 
in  good  health.  I  am  most  happy  to  inform  you  that  our 
children  v/ere  never  in  better  health,  and  so  far  we  have 
got  along  without  any  accident  and  very  comfortable. 
We  leave  this  place  in  the  morning  in  Steamboat  for 
Fredericksburg,  where  we  intend  taking  the  "South- 
western" line  of  Stages  for  Georgia.  We  are  traveling  in 
company  with  a  family,  friends  of  ours  from  Georgia,  a 
Gentleman,  Lady,  child  and  servant.  We  anticipate  a 
pleasant  journey.  Our  little  children  are  delighted  with 
traveling,  particularly  Mary.  She  seems  pleased  with 
every  new  object  that  presents  itself,  and  has  a  great 
many  interesting  (to  us)  questions  to  ask  about  them. 
She  often  speaks  of  her  Litchfield  friends.  She  anticipates 
much  happiness  when  she  gets  to  her  "tother  Grand 
Mothers"  and  the  Planters  Hotel.  We  shall  write  ycu 
soon  after  our  arrival  at  Augusta,  and  hope  soon  after  we 
reach  there  to  hear  from  you.     I  am  Affectionately 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  Sarah  and  myself  send  love  to 
all.  Sarah  and  the  children  are  at  this  moment  asleep.  I 
feel  like  joining  them.     Good  night.  J.  M.  A. 
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Augusta,  Oct  21,  1833. 
Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn. 

My  Dear  Parents:  We  have  been  in  Georgia,  rather 
more  than  three  weeks,  and  until  this  moment  no  time  has 
been  favorable  to  advise  you  of  our  arrival.  We  left 
Washington  City  in  Steamboat  for  Fredericksburg,  where 
we  expected  to  take  the  Southwestern  line  of  Stage.  We 
however  on  arrival  at  Fredericksburg  changed  our  minds, 
and  in  company  with  some  friends  took  an  extra  stage  to 
Richmond,  thence  to  Petersburg,  from  there  on  the  Rail 
Road  to  the  Roanoke  River,  where  we  took  the  Mail 
Stage,  and  continued  on,  night  and  day,  through  Raleigh 
N.  C.  to  Fayetteville — here  we  stopped  to  rest  two  days — 
thinking  it  imprudent  to  continue  two  days  and  nights 
more,  v/ithout  rest.  We  again  took  the  Mail  Stage,  and 
after  two  days  and  nights  travel,  reached  this  place  on  the 
25th  of  Sept.  All  in  perfect  health.  Through  the  whole 
journey  we  had  no  accident  of  the  slightest  nature.  The 
children  were  perfectly  well,  and  but  little  trouble  to  what 
we  had  expected  and  anticipated.  Sarah  hardly  felt  any 
fatigue  during  the  journey,  and  on  her  arrival  here  was 
not  at  all  so.  We  found  our  friends  here  all  well.  After 
staying  a  day  or  two  in  town,  we  went  to  Mrs.  Mc~ 
Murphy's  where  Sarah  and  the  children  remained  two 
weeks — they  are  now  returned  and  we  are  once  more 
with  Mahala  much  improved,  together  in  our  sung  and 
comfortable  quarters  at  the  Planters  Hotel.  At  this 
moment,  myself  v/riting  at  the  Centre  Table,  this  epistle — 
Sarah  by  the  side  of  me  reading  her  Bible — Mahala  in  the 
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comer  by  a  cheerful  fire  sewing  by  its  light — Mary  and 
little  Sarah  in  the  adjoining  Bed  room  sleeping  as  sound 
and  sweetly  as  good  health  and  innocence  always  insures 
to  the  weary — Mary  in  her  much  prized  crib  and  the  little 
one  in  the  large  bed.     Mary  is  as  lively  and  talkative  as 
ever — not  much  altered,  except  under  much  better  dis- 
cipline— little  Sarah  is  very  much  improved — she  walks 
and  runs  about  with  the  greatest  ease  and  spirit,  and 
begins  to  chatter  a  great  deal,  and  can  say  a  good  many 
words  quite  plain.     She  has  grown  quite  in  favor  with 
her  Father.     I  wish  you  could  see  the  little  things  at  this 
moment — they  look  so  sweet  and  healthy.     Sarah  has  no 
more  teeth  yet.     Our  journey  the  past  summer  is  often  in 
our  minds,  and  often  the  subject  of  conversation  and  as 
often  our  Litchfield  friends  are  brought  to  mind.     We  are 
far  distant  from  those  friends,  and  some  of  us  will  be  so 
for  many  years,  perhaps  forever — but  distance  nor  time 
can  ever  efface  from  our  mem.ory  the  many  kindnesses, 
and  the  many  affectionate  and  disinterested  attentions  we 
have  received  from  them — they  will  always  be  remem- 
bered with  gratitude.     Since  my  return  I  have  not  had  a 
leisure  moment  and  our  business  is  so  pressing,  that  I 
shall  probably  have  but  little  time  to  write  long  letters 
home.     I  hope  however  that  Sarah  will  make  you  all  a 
punctual  correspondent,  and  that  we  shall  have  a  more 
frequent  interchange  of  letters  than  heretofore.     Sarah 
would  delight  to  get  a  line  from  Sister  Mary  and  Julia 
occasionally,  as  well  as  from  Father,  Henry  and  Charles. 
We  have  heard  nothing  particular  from  any  of  you  since 
we  left.     We  hope  now  to  hear  that  you  are  all  well,  and 
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in  most  comfortable  readiness  for  the  approaching  winter, 
as  cold  and  inclement  as  are  your  winters,  we  would  like 
to  spend  a  few  days  with  you.  Young  Joseph  2nd  we 
hope  to  hear  is  in  health,  and  as  promising  as  his  Grand 
Parents,  Parents  and  other  friends  may  wish.  Sarah 
wishes  to  be  kindly  remembered  to  her  acquaintances  and 
friends  in  Litchfield.  She  has  the  most  exalted  opinion 
of  the  society  in  L — ,  I  think  so  far  as  she  has  become 
acquainted,  her  estimate  is  correct.  To  Father  and 
Mother  Brothers  and  Sisters,  she  joins  me,  in  affection. 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 
William  is  well. 


Augusta,  July  8,  1834. 
Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn. 
T.  J.  Parmalee. 

My  Dear  Father:  My  friend  T.  J.  Parmalee  will 
hand  you  $60  which  please  receive  as  the  interest  on  my 
note.  I  do  feel  very  much  ashamed  at  my  great  neglect 
in  writing  my  Litchfield  friends.  I  offer  no  excuse  but 
hope  to  be  forgiven.  Sarah  has  I  believe  prepared  an 
epistle  to  send  by  Mr.  Parmalee  but  I  came  from  home 
without  it,  and  as  Mr.  P —  leaves  within  half  of  an  hour, 
it  will  fail  to  go  by  him.  I  have  nothing  to  relate  in 
regard  to  my  little  family;  that  is  out  of  the  usual  course 
of  a  growing  family.  Our  little  Mary  and  Sarah  have 
made  good  progress  in  improvement  of  mind  and  body 

(80) 


since  you  saw  them.  They  are  we  think  uncommonly 
interesting  children — their  health  has  been  uniformly 
good.  Mary  has  not  forgotten  her  Litchfield  friends,  she 
seems,  or  pretends  to  recollect.  We  have  for  the  summer 
taken  a  very  comfortable  house  on  the  Sand  Hills,  where 
we  are  spending  the  summer  very  pleasantly.  So  far  we 
are  much  pleased  with  "House  keeping"  and  shall  prob- 
ably take  a  house  next  Fall  in  town.  We  might  no  doubt 
benefit  by  som.e  directions  from  Mothers  experience,  but 
without  it  I  assure  you,  we  get  along  very  snugly,  thanks 
to  Sarah's  good  judgment.  Of  this  matter  however,  and 
indeed  of  all  other  matters  that  you  wish  to  be  informed 
about  concerning  us,  I  refer  you  to  our  friends,  T.  J.  P. 
and  A.  O.  P.  both  of  whom  you  will  see  in  Litchfield.  I 
received  a  letter  some  time  since  from  Amos,  dated  at 
Cincinnati  from  which  I  conclude  he  may  be  in  Litchfield 
again  this  summer,  should  he,  please  give  him  my  thanks 
for  his  letter,  which  I  need  not  say  was  full  of  interest. 
He  gives  me  some  reason  to  expect  him  through  Augusta 
on  his  return  to  Mississippi.  I  hope  he  v/ill  even  put  him- 
self to  some  inconvenience  to  come  this  way — it  may  be 
the  only  chance  we  may  ever  have  to  meet.  I  hope  he 
will  improve  it.  I  would  have  made  a  journey  to  Litch- 
field this  summer  on  purpose  to  see  him  had  it  been  possi- 
ble for  me  to  leave  here.  You  will  give  our  best  love  to 
Henry,  Charles  and  families.  They  are  remembered  by 
Sarah  as  well  as  myself  with  sincere  affection.  There  are 
many  friends  and  acquaintances  in  Litchfield,  that  we 
recollect  with  much  regard.  To  such  give  our  respects. 
Sarah  would  if  present  say  many  things   in  behalf  of 
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herself  and  children  to  her  Parents  in  Litchfield.     She 

remembers  their  kindness  with  much  gratitude.     In  haste. 

Affectionately  Yours 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 


Augusta,  Feb  24,  1835. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn 

My  Dear  Parents:  I  have  just  returned  from  a 
House  of  mourning  and  from  a  family  in  deep  affiiction. 
My  own  family  are  a  part  who  are  mourning  the  loss  of 
an  excellent  woman.  My  Mother  in  law  Mrs.  McMurphy 
on  the  17th  inst  was  giving  some  directions  to  one  of  her 
negroes  about  felling  a  tree  near  the  house,  supposing  the 
tree  would  fall  in  a  direction  opposite  to  her,  she  did  not 
heed  the  danger  she  was  in,  until  too  late.  The  Tree  fell 
towards  her,  and  one  of  branches  struck  her  down,  break- 
ing her  arm,  and  her  shoulder,  and  her  thigh  in  a  shocking 
manner.  She  survived  only  about  two  hours.  This  sad 
intelligence  came  to  my  family  during  my  absence  to 
Savannah  and  Charleston,  and  to  me,  in  Charleston. 
William  accompanied  my  wife,  children,  and  my  wife's 
sister,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  us,  to  witness  and  to  pay  the 
last  solemn  duties  to  her  remains.  I  met  my  family  three 
days  after  the  interment  at  the  late  residence  of  my 
Mother  in  law.  I  need  not  say  to  you  it  was  a  solemn  and 
painful  meeting,  I  have  left  my  family  to  remain  some- 
time possibly  a  month.     At  any  rate  until  I  can  make 
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some  disposition  of  the  moveable  and  perishable  property 
so  as  to  bring  my  Sister  in  Law  to  Augusta  with  them. 
My  wife  feels  deeply  the  loss  of  a  fond,  indulgent,  and 
excellent  Mother,  but  she  is  calm,  and  apparently  resigned 
to  Heavens  will.  Sarah  wrote  a  letter  to  you  some  ten  or 
twelve  days  since,  whether  it  was  sent  or  not  I  am  not 
certain.  It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  written  to  any  of 
my  dear  friends  in  Litchfield,  and  do  not  knov/  that  even 
at  this  time  I  shall  be  able  to  state  any  thing  that  is 
unknown  to  you,  presuming  that  you  frequently  hear  from 
us  through  other  mediums.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  have  the 
satisfaction  to  say  to  you  that  we  are  all  in  the  enjoyment 
of  excellent  health,  and  with  very  slight  interruptions 
have  been,  since  we  parted  with  you  in  Litchfield.  I  need 
not  tell  you  that  we  have  enjoyed  a  corresponding  degree 
of  happiness.  We  should  be  unreasonable  beings  indeed, 
if  with  good  health,  with  each  others  excellencies  of  char- 
acter, assisted  by  our  most  interesting  children  we  were 
not  content  and  happy.  To  speak  of  our  children.  We 
think  them  almost  perfect.  None  can  deny  that  they  are 
handsome  intelligent  and  healthy.  Mary  has  been  going 
to  school  pleasant  days  through  the  winter  is  fond  of 
Books  learns  fast,  she  remembers  most  of  her  friends  in 
Litchfield,  by  name,  and  many  little  occurrences  of  which 
she  often  speaks.  She  is  of  a  lively  affectionate  disposition 
and  the  most  fearless  reckless  creature  of  herself  that  I 
ever  saw.  Of  course  she  gives  us  some  uneasiness,  Sarah 
is  of  a  much  milder,  timid  disposition.  The  next  is 
"Josephine"  is  thought  by  her  Mother  to  be  the  hand- 
somest of  her  age  that  we  have  had.     She  is  about  four 
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months  old,  and  is  called  by  that  name  as  the  nearest  v/e 
could  come  to  her  Grand  father's  (Joseph)  name.  We 
did  think  of  calling  it  Joseph,  but  concluded  it  was  rather 
more  of  masculine  in  name,  than  we  were  entitled  by  the 
Gender.  I  have  this  season  received  letters  from  most  of 
my  Bath  friends,  but  am  ashamed  to  say  that  I  have 
neglected  them  as  much  as  Litchfield  friends.  I  however 
hear  from  them  frequently  through  Adams  May,  and  they 
hear  from  us  through  the  same  channel.  I  received  a  note 
from  Henry  short  and  tart.  Please  thank  him  for  it,  and 
say  a  longer  one  would  be  received  with  much  interest. 
From  Amos  I  have  heard  nothing  direct.  I  have  been 
thinking  strongly  of  going  to  see  him  in  the  Spring,  say 
in  May,  but  fear  that  the  death  of  Mrs.  McMurphy  will 
prevent  my  doing  so,  as  I  shall  probably  have  the  estate  to 
settle.  *  *  *  I  intend  writing  him  soon.  Should  he 
go  North  this  summer,  I  shall  endeavor  to  see  him  then. 
William  is  well  and  conducts  himself  much  to  my  satis- 
faction. I  presume  he  will  make  you  a  visit  this  summer. 
Adams  May  will  probably  stay  here.  We  are  pleasantly 
situated  in  town  and  may  remain  here  through  the  sum- 
mer. Sarah  prefers  doing  so  rather  than  submit  to  the 
inconvenience  of  moving  to  and  from  the  Sand  Hills,  three 
or  four  miles  out  of  the  city.  Sarah  is  not  with  me,  but 
I  know  our  feelings  are  united  in  affection  and  love  for 
you  all.  She  remembers  the  many  kindnesses  she  has 
experienced  from  many  in  Litchfield.  They  will  not  be 
forgotten  by  us.     I  wish   Sister  Mary  would  write  to 

^^^^'  Truly  Yours, 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 
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Augusta  April  17th  1836. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn 

My  Dear  Parents :  I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the 
ist  inst  and  am  happy  to  hear  of  your  good  health,  as  also 
of  that  of  other  friends.  I  hope  the  breaking  up  of  your 
extreme  cold  winter  may  not  bring  about  as  is  sometimes 
the  case  (I  believe)  Typhus  fever  among  you.  Of  our- 
selves I  have  nothing  to  say,  except  that  we  are  all  in 
perfect  health,  the  little  ones  all  hearty  and  healthy  and 
anxiously  looking  for  the  time  to  start  on  our  journey 
North  to  see  Grand  parents  and  other  friends,  N.  Y., 
Litchfield  and  all  the  other  pleasures  that  they  are  antici- 
pating. Little  Mary  anticipates  much  pleasure  in  reading 
the  Bible  and  other  Books  to  her  Grand  Parents.  I  fully 
calculate  in  going  North  this  season,  but  at  what  time  we 
shall  start,  I  cannot  now  say,  as  I  shall  make  no  arrange- 
ments for  leaving  until  William  returns  from  Florida. 
Should  he  be  here  by  the  ist  of  next  month,  and  they 
ought  to  be  earlier,  I  think  I  shall  leave  by  the  15th  of 
May  in  a  private  conveyance  over  land,  by  the  way  of 
the  Virginia  Springs.  Kad  William  not  have  gone  to 
Florida,  I  think  I  should  have  gone  to  Mississippi  as  I 
once  thought  of  doing.  As  it  is  I  shall  not  go  this  season. 
I  received  a  letter  from  Amos  a  short  time  since,  in  which 
he  says  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  go  North  this  summer. 
If  we  all  meet  in  Litchfield  at  one  time,  with  all  necessary 
appendages,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  the  inconvenience  to 
our  friends,  will  be  hardly  compensated  by  the  pleasure 
of  our  society.     We  are  a  long  time  without  accounts 
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from  the  Florida  army,  and  we  are  anxiously  waiting  for 
something  from  there.  William  (of  the  Richmond  Blues) 
is  in  Scott's  army,  which  at  the  last  accounts  from  them, 
about  the  25th  of  last  month,  had  left  Fort  Drake  for  the 
Withlacoochie.  Since  then,  nothing  that  can  be  depended 
on,  has  been  heard  from  them.  It  is  generally  thought 
here,  that  if  Scott  finds  the  Indians  dispersed  on  his 
arrival  at  the  Withlacoochie,  that  he  v/ill  discharge  both 
companies  of  the  Augusta  Volunteers,  as  he  will  find  that 
he  has  more  men,  than  is  necessary,  or  more,  than  he  has 
provisions  to  feed.  As  these  com.panies  were  the  first  in 
the  field,  and  their  time  of  service  about  expired,  we  have 
strong  hopes  daily,  of  hearing  that  they  are  on  their  way 
home.  Some  of  the  Blues  that  were  on  the  sick  list  have 
returned.  They  say  that  William  was  well,  and  stands  a 
soldier's  life  admirably,  not  having  been  sick  since  he 
left  here,  although  but  few  have  escaped.  They  represent 
their  trials  as  very  great,  both  from  fatigue  of  duty  in 
Fort,  on  marches  and  at  times,  from  privation  of  whole- 
some food,  and  v/holesome  water,  being  compelled  to  use 
dead,  stagnant  water.  I  think  the  sharp  edge  of  their 
chivalry  will  be  much  blunted  by  the  time  they  reach  the 
comforts  of  home,  to  leave  which  again,  I  think  will 
require  other  duty  than  to  go  against  the  Indians  in 
Florida-  If  the  next  accounts  are  of  much  interest  I  will 
forward  them  to  you.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  say  then,  that 
the  Blues  are  on  their  way  home.  My  wife  and  children 
unite  with  me  in  much  love  to  you  Henry  and  Mary. 
Truly  Yours, 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 
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Augusta  Nov  29,  1836. 
Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn 

My  Dear  Parents:  I  had  supposed  until  a  day  or 
two  since  that  my  Wife  wrote  you  soon  after  our  arrival 
in  Augusta.  I  feel  ashamed  that  so  much  time  has  passed 
and  not  a  line  has  been  sent  to  you,  but  this  is  the  fact 
and  it  is  now  too  late  to  help  it.  I  know  not  that  you  are 
at  all  advised  of  our  movements  after  we  separated  in 
Litchfield.  We  went  from  New  Haven  through  New 
York  to  Newark  where  we  remained  two  days,  then 
returned  to  New  York  where  we  spent  a  few  days,  in 
company  with  Amos  and  family.  They  left  for  home  by 
way  of  Albany,  Buffalo  &c  and  I  a  day  or  two  after  made 
a  visit  to  Boston,  leaving  my  family  in  comfortable 'quar- 
ters at  the  Astor  House,  they  prefering  the  quiet  and  com- 
fort of  that  house  to  the  discomfort  01  crov/ded  Boats  and 
Rail  Road  cars.  I  was  much  delighted  with  Boston,  and 
everything  I  saw  there — everything  in  Boston  looks  and 
speaks  a  higher  order  of  character  than  N.  Y.  I  returned 
to  New  York  and  remained  a  few  days,  when  we  took 
up  the  "line  of  march  for  home,  going  through  Newark 
from  which  our  friends  went  with  us  as  far  as  Borden- 
town.  Here  we  spent  one  day,  separated  from  our  friends 
and  went  down  to  Philadelphia,  where  we  spent  two  days, 
then  went  to  Baltimore  where  we  spent  nine  days  waiting 
for  the  Steam  Packet,  South  Carolina,  prefering  this  to 
taking  the  risk  of  getting  on  by  land.  At  the  end  of  our 
stay  in  Baltim.ore  we  came  on  to  Norfolk  and  embarked 
on  board  the  South  Carolina,  and  after  a  pleasant  passage 
of  forty-five  hours  we  landed  in  Charleston.     The  next 

(87) 


day  we  took  rail  road  cars  and  landed  in  this  delightful 
city — "home  sweet  home,"  with  feelings  of  joy  and  I  trust 
proper  thankfulness  to  a  kind  providence,  for  that  pro- 
tecting care,  that  had  been  extended  to  us,  during  a  long 
absence,  and  the  various  dangers  attending  so  long  a 
journey.  During  the  whole  time  we  enjoyed  good  health, 
and  on  our  arrival  here  were  in  perfect  health.  This  has 
been  continued  to  us  to  the  present  time.  I  wish  you 
could  see  us  comfortably  fixed  around  our  fireside — the 
plump  healthy  faces  of  our  little  ones — see  them  employed 
in  their  infantile  amusements,  and  hear  them  talk  and 
prattle.  Josephine  begins  to  talk  quite  plain,  at  least  so 
as  to  be  understood.  Sarah  goes  to  school  but  is  too 
indifferent  to  make  much  progress.  Mary  is  all  ambition 
to  learn  and  keeps  at  the  head  of  her  class.  She  has  made 
wonderful  progress  in  her  studies  and  has  very  much 
improved  in  her  manners.  I  think  she  is  a  v/onder.  We 
have  just  commenced  sending  her  to  a  dancing  school, 
with  which  she  is  very  much  pleased,  and  seems  very 
apt  in  learning.  Perhaps  Mother  would  say,  it  is  wrong 
to  send  her  so  early.  I  think  otherwise.  My  wife  is  in 
perfect  health.  *  *  «  i  found  William  in  good  health 
as  also  all  my  friends  and  servants.  I  know  not  whether 
William  has  written  you  or  not.  I  have  repeatedly  urged 
him  to  do  so.  He  has  plenty  of  time  and  no  excuse  for 
neglect.  Since  my  return  I  have  been  much  pressed  with 
business  matters,  so  much  so  I  have  little  time  to  think 
even  of  other  matters  as  much  as  I  would  v/ish.  Our 
business  this  season  is  very  heavy  and  to  give  it  proper 
attention  requires  all  my  time.     I  have  written  to  Amos 
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and  a  day  or  two  since,  received  a  letter  from  him.  He 
says  his  family  is  well,  his  wife  much  improved  by  her 
trip  to  the  North,  I  received  a  letter  also  from  Mr. 
Rogers,  shall  reply  to  him  in  a  day  or  so.  I  was  in  Balti- 
more at  the  time  General  Harrison  arrived  there.  I  must 
confess  that  I  am  sorry  you  Northern  Whigs  could  not 
fix  upon  a  candidate  more  worthy  the  party  than  this 
man.  I  am  forced  to  conclude  from  what  I  saw  of  him 
that  he  is  infirm,  feeble  in  body  and  much  exhausted  in 
intellect.  However  the  "devil  before  Van  B."  There 
was  much  political  excitement  when  I  was  there.  I 
attended  some  of  the  public  meetings  of  both  parties.  I 
heard  some  of  the  withdrawing  electors,  justifying  them- 
selves to  the  sovereign  people  for  their  course  and  heard 
the  people  Hurrah!  and  say  "you  did  right,"  and  "you 
shall  be  sustained  in  your  doings,"  and  loudly  they  cried 
"reform"  or  "revolution,"  the  latter  no  doubt  preferred.  I 
felt  sick  with  disgust  at  such  sovereignty  and  with  such 
a  party.  This  party.  Van  B.  in  Maryland,  or  Baltimore 
at  least,  is  composed  of  the  lowest  classes  of  society  gen- 
erally. The  intelligence,  wealth  and  respectability  belongs 
to  the  other  side.  I  anticipated  they  would  have  trouble 
there,  but  I  see  enough  of  the  delinquent  Electors  have 
gone  into  the  college  to  form  a  quorum.  My  wife  and 
the  little  ones  send  a  great  deal  of  love  to  you  all.  We 
often  talk  of  the  pleasures  of  our  visit  to  you,  and  as  often 
feel  grateful  for  the  numberless  acts  of  kindness  we  have 
experienced  at  your  hands.  They  are  indelibly  printed 
in  our  memory.    They  cannot  be  forgotten  by  the  adults. 
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Our  childrenwill  keep  in  memory  from  frequent  rehearsals 
In  warm  ailection  to  you  all  I  am  Yours, 

JOHN  M.  ADAMS. 


Augusta,  Sept  lo,  1839. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn 

My  Dear  Parents:  This  day,  Tuesday,  two  v/eeks 
since  I  reached  this  city,  and  thank  God  found  my  family 
all  well.  They  continue  so  up  to  the  present  time,  and 
being  remote  from  the  location  of  the  terrible  epidemic 
that  prevails  in  our  truly  afflicted  City,  I  have  strong 
hopes  they  will  remain  healthy.  In  the  lower  part  of  the 
City,  death  has  made  an  awful  gathering  among  the  few 
inhabitants  that  did  not  make  a  timely  escape.  Many 
who  fled  have  since  been  overtaken  and  paid  nature's  debt. 
The  principle  cause  of  the  sickness  here  is  no  doubt  the 
deposit  in  the  lower  part  of  the  City,  that  has  for  a  year 
or  two  been  accumulating  against  a  break  water  or  wharf, 
that  extended  quite  a  distance  into  the  River.  Other 
causes  by  being  operated  upon  at  the  same  time  aided  in 
producing  among  us,  a  disease  of  the  most  malignant 
character,  and  in  its  progress  has  taken  from  us  many 
valuable  citizens,  and  in  extent  of  mortality  unknown  in 
this  usually  -very  healthy  place.  The  causes  being  nearly 
removed  we  trust  very  soon  we  shall  be  able  to  report  an 
abatement  of  the  disease.  God  grant  this  may  be  so! 
William  is  quite  well,  as  also  are  J.  Lewis,  W.  T.  Gould 
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and  family.  William  leaves  this  evening  for  the  country 
to  stay  a  week  or  ten  days.  Our  newspapers  have  ceased 
to  be  issued.  On  the  12th  however  I  understand  a  paper 
will  be  issued,  containing  all  the  reports  of  the  "Board  of 
Health"  and  also  the  names  of  all  that  have  died  of  "the 
Fever"  since  its  commencement.  I  will  send  you  or 
Henry  one  of  the  Papers.  Deaths  today  8.  I  wish  this 
may  find  you  all  in  good  health,  and  that  a  long  continu- 
ance may  be  granted  you.  Regards  from  all  of  mine  to 
all  our  friends  in  Litchfield. 

Affectionately  Yours 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 

The  articles  sent  from  New  York,  no  doubt  came  to 
hand  in  good  time. 


Aster  House  N.  Y.  Sept  28,  1845 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn 

My  Dear  Parents:  Brother  Charles  will  have  in- 
formed you  of  the  protracted  illness  of  my  Wife.  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  she  is  so  far  recovered  as  to 
have  left  yesterday  for  Newark,  where  I  shall  join  her 
tomorrow,  and  trust  proceed  on  to  Philadelphia,  and  from 
thence  home,  v/ith  as  much  expedition  as  Sarah's  health 
will  admit.  I  hope  and  trust  that  once  on  the  way  home, 
she  will  recover  more  rapidly.  I  found  our  friends  in 
Buffalo  in  good  health  and  happy.  We  made  a  most 
delightful  visit  with  them  at  home  and  at  the  Falls.     We 
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have  finally  determined  to  take  Mary  home  with  us.  I 
regret  much  that  you  should  not  have  seen  her  before  her 
return,  but  we  have  been  so  circumstanced  that  we  could 
not  well  arrange  another  visit  to  you.  We  hope  however 
that  in  the  kind  arrangements  of  Providence  we  shall 
again  meet  in  health  and  enjoy  each  others  society. 
Litchfield  and  our  friends  there  occupy  a  deep  place  in 
the  affections  of  my  family,  as  well  as  myself,  and  our 
visits  there  will  always  be  remembered  as  being  the 
happiest  events  of  life. 

You  will  please  give  our  love  to  all  Charles'  family, 
and  Sister  Mary's,  and  be  assured  for  yourselves  of  our 
united  and  separate  deep  interests  in  your  v/elfare.  Most 
Affectionately  Yours 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 

The  children  are  all  in  Newark  with  their  Mother, 
and  are  in  perfect  health. 

I  wish  William  would  write  me  respecting  his  health 
and  movements. 


Augusta  Sept  5th  1846. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn 

My  Dear  Parents:  I  reached  home  on  the  evening 
of  the  24th  ulto  in  good  health,  and  much  to  my  surprise 
found  another  had  been  added  to  my  family  in  the  person 
of  Boy  No  2 — whose  name  is  now  called  George — he  was 
bom  on  Saturday  morning,  22nd  August,  1846,  at  Sum- 
merville  near  Augusta.     Is  a  fine  fellow  of  his  age  and 
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we  hope  and  trust  in  due  time  be  an  ornament  among 
men  and  a  blessing  to  his  friends.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  Sarah  is  doing  well,  and  is  now  able  to  ride  out. 
The  babe  has  been  and  is  in  perfect  health,  as  is  the  same 
with  all  the  rest  of  the  family — all  of  whom  have  made 
many  enquiries  about  their  Grand  parents,  Uncles  and 
Aunts  and  Cousins — to  whom  they  beg  to  send  their  true 
love.  Even  little  Joseph  Henry  talks  about  Grand  Pa 
and  Grand  Ma.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  William.s  health 
is  now  pretty  good — better  than  it  has  been  I  think  in  a 
year.     With  love  to  all  I  am  Affectionately  Yours 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 


FROM  S.  S.  ADAMS. 

Augusta  Dec  5th  1831. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Corm. 

My  Dear  Parents:  As  Mr.  Adams  has  been  unpar- 
donably  negligent  in  not  writing  to  you  before,  I  must 
endeavor  to  make  amends  as  far  as  is  in  my  power  and 
the  same  time  confess  my  own  shame  and  confusion,  at 
having  been  so  remiss.  You  may  perhaps  accuse  me  of 
forgetfulness  or  ingratitude.  Be  assured  it  is  neither, 
but  rather  a  variety  of  circumstances  combined  with  our 
natural  habit  of  procrastination  in  letter  writing.  Brother 
Henry  will  say  "Sarah  has  learned  of  John  to  make 
excuses."     But  the  truth  must  be  confessed  and  I  shall 

(93) 


feel  the  relief.  We  arrived  at  my  Mothers  the  last  of 
September  about  a  month  after  leaving  Litchfield.  Our 
journey  was  pleasant  all  things  considered.  Mary  behaved 
extremely  well  and  was  not  much  trouble,  not  at  all  sick, 
and  was  the  picture  of  health  for  some  time  after,  but 
weaning  together  with  Teething  and  Chicken  pox, 
reduced  her  considerably  for  a  while.  She  is  now  quite 
well,  but  I  have  digressed.  To  return  to  our  travels  from 
Litchfield.  In  going  up  the  North  River  we  found  all 
that  the  imagination  could  picture  of  grand  and  beautiful 
scenery.  I  should  have  enjoyed  it  more  without  the 
crowd,  and  confusion  of  the  steamboat.  Our  visit  at 
Troy  v/as  very  pleasant.  Mrs.  Buel  was  kind  and  atten- 
tive. We  also  made  a  visit  at  Brooklyn  which  we 
enjoyed  very  much.  From  New  York  we  went  to  Phil- 
adelphia, from  thence  to  Baltimore  and  Washington. 
We  were  entertained  at  Washington  in  looking  about  the 
Capitol.  The  recollections  of  persons  and  History  asso- 
ciated with  this  place  seemed  to  inspire  us  with  Patriot- 
ism, veneration  and  awe.  In  Virginia  we  found  a  hospi- 
tality not  to  be  surpassed,  strangers  are  received  with  as 
much  cordiality  as  old  friends.  The  weather  was  so  bad 
as  to  prevent  our  seeing  out  which  gave  me  some  pain,  as 
we  heard  the  country  highly  spoken  of.  My  health  con- 
tinued good  until  we  reached  home,  then  I  had  a  slight 
attack  of  Bilious  fever,  and  the  comforting  thought  that 
I  was  at  home  was  not  a  small  alleviation  to  me.  "Surely 
goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  me  all  the  days  of  my 
life."  William  enjoys  good  health  and  is  very  much  con- 
fined to  business.     He  has  little  time  to  spare  for  pleasure 
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or  amusement — he  seems  to  like  Business  very  well  and 
I  doubt  not  makes  himself  quite  happy.  I  will  try  and 
contribute  all  in  my  power  to  his  enjoyment.  We  some- 
times in  imagination  transport  ourselves  to  your  pleasant 
Village,  and  almost  shiver  at  the  idea  of  the  cold,  at  the 
same  time  recollect  your  many  comforts.  We  am.use  our- 
selves by  planning  out  hov/  you '  are  all  engaged  this 
winter.  Mother  is  occasionally  busy  in  making  nice  pies 
and  cakes,  which  would  be  very  acceptable  if  we  could 
partake,  I  dare  say.  I  will  answer  for  myself  at  least. 
Sister  Mary  is  making  something  neat  and  beautiful  with 
her  needle,  perhaps,  or  if  not  in  that  way,  some  other  I 
am  certain.  Brother  Henry  is  reading  the  newspapers 
in  the  evenings,  and  Father  has  so  many  occupations  we 
cannot  particularize.  I  will  now  close,  hoping  Mr.  A. 
will  fill  up  this  sheet.  My  love  to  Aunt  Rachael,  Sister 
Mary,  Brother  H.  and  all  other  relations  and  friends  in 
Litchfield — the  same  to  each  of  you.  From  Your  Affec- 
tionate daughter  ^  ^  .^.>,,„ 
^                                              S.  S.  ADAMS. 

Dec  8.  I  have  carried  this  letter  in  my  hat  for  two 
days  and  now  recollect  that  it  is  to  be  5nished  by  me.  I 
presume  there  is  little  left  for  me  to  say.  I  am  so  com- 
pletely occupied  with  business  matters  that  I  get  no  time 
to  write  to  my  friends,  but  we  often,  upon  my  return  from 
the  store,  at  night,  talk  over  Litchfield  affairs,  comment- 
ing on  the  good  people  and  their  peculiarities,  to  which 
we  are  really  becoming,  by  good  reason  and  argument, 
quite  partial.  We  cannot  but  often  speak  of,  and  feel 
grateful,  for  the  many  kindnesses  we  experienced,  not 
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only  from  our  own  relations,  but  from  others.  We  can 
never  forget  them  or  cease  to  feel  grateful.  Do  not  dear 
Parents,  or  Brother  Henry,  or  Sister  Mary,  let  our  negli- 
gence in  writing,  prevent  you  from  letting  us  hear  from 
you!  Sarah  is  so  much  occupied  with  her  domestic  con- 
cerns, of  which  taking  care  of  little  Mary  is  the  most 
important,  that  she  thinks  she  can  never  find  time  to 
write,  although  I  have  been  scolding  her  for  her  negli- 
gence. I  hope  we  shall  be  more  punctual  hereafter,  but 
judging  from  the  past  cannot  promise.  I  am  now  in  a 
hurry,  and  must  send  our  letters  to  the  Office.  Do 
rem.ember  us  to  Henry,  Mary,  Charles  and  wife.  And 
Bath  and  Bristol  friends,  when  you  write  them. 

JOHN  M.  ADAMS. 


Augusta  May  26  1840. 

Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn 

By  T.  P.  Parmalee. 

My  Dear  Parents:  Annexed  you  have  a  few  lines 
from  our  dear  little  Mary — written  in  her  own  v/ay — her 
progress  in  her  studies  is  quite  equal  to  our  highest  expec- 
tations, indeed  we  think  her  teacher  is  sincere  when  she 
says  she  is  a  "remarkable  child."  All  the  rest  are  doing 
well  and  form  a  company  of  children  of  rare  qualities. 
I  feel  very  anxious  for  you  to  see  Sarah  and  the  group, 
but  I  apprehend  that  pleasure  will  not  soon  be  allowed 
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by  a  trip  to  the  North — for  some  years  to  come  is  not 
thought  of.  I  hope  however  another  season  to  take  Mary 
and  Sarah  on  to  stay  with  you  a  short  time.  Old  Aunt 
Fanny,  and  Mahala  said  Mary  must  remember  them  to 
you.  She,  Mary,  forgot  the  request.  You  will  please 
remember  us  all  affectionately  to  Henry,  Sister  Mary  and 
other  friends.     Truly  Yours 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 


Sand  Hills  May  23rd  1840. 

My  Dear  Grandparents:  As  I  had  such  a  good 
opportunity  for  writing  to  you,  by  Mr.  Parmalee,  I 
thought  I  would  embrace  it.  We  are  all  enjoying  perfect 
health.  Mother  has  been  unwell  but  has  now  entirely 
recovered.  Uncle  William  is  well  and  expects  to  leave 
for  the  North,  about  the  middle  of  next  month. 

I  go  to  school  to  Miss  Train  and  I  study  Writing, 
Arithmetic,  Latin,  Waylands  Moral  Science,  Reading, 
Botany,  Geography,  and  write  compositions.  I  also  take 
Music  lessons  from  Miss  Kyle.  I  have  been  taking 
nearly  two  quarters  and  I  can  play  fourteen  tunes. 
Sister  Sarah  is  going  to  school,  and  she  takes  Music 
lessons  also.  Sister  Josey  has  just  commenced  going  to 
school,  and  we  all  think  in  the  course  of  time  she  will 
make  a  fine  scholar.  Lizzy  is  a  lively,  mischievous  little 
thing,  and  she  is  quite  a  pet  among  the  family  especially 
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Pa's,  and  little  Harriet  is  also  a  great  favorite  among  us. 
Your  affectionate 

Grand  daughter 

MARY  KEZIA  ADAMS. 

My  Dear  Parents:  Annexed  is  a  letter  of  our  little 
Mary's,  written  in  her  own  way  and  without  any  instruc- 
tions, to  her  cousin  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  her  cousin. 
The  letter  remained  in  the  Office  a  long  time  from  not 
being  directed,  to  my  care.  You  will  learn  from  her  letter 
if  not  before  of  another  addition  to  our  family.  We  have 
as  yet  found  no  name  for  it.  When  we  do  will  advise 
you  that  the  record  may  be  made  in  the  family  Book.  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  Sarah  is  now  doing  very  well, 
indeed  has  quite  recovered,  the  rest  of  us  are  all  well.  I 
think  of  taking  a  trip  to  Charleston  v/ith  Sarah  in  a  day 
or  two.  We  are  as  yet  undetermined  where  to  spend  the 
summer,  shall  probably  go  to  the  Sand  Hills,  and  con- 
tinue our  children  at  their  present  excellent  school. 
Should  I  go  North  this  summer  I  shall  probably  make 
you  a  visit  in  the  month  of  July.  Please  rem^ember  us  all 
in  affection  to  Henry's  family  and  be  assured  of  its  warm 
continuance  to  yourselves. 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 

This  accompanied  a  letter  from  Mary  Kezia  Adams 
to  her  cousin  Miss  Elizabeth  May — forwarded  to  Eliza- 
beth May  from  her  Grandfather  in  Litchfield  during  May 
1839. 
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Northampton,  Aug  14,  1844. 
Joseph  Adams  Esq  Litchfield  Conn 

My  Dear  Grandparents:  Agreeably  to  my  promise 
I  will  now  write  to  you,  but  I  cannot  write  as  often  as 
I  should  wish,  because  I  find  my  time  so  occupied  I  can 
write  home  but  once  in  tv70  weeks.  Miss  Dwight 
cannot  take  me  as  a  boarder  until  next  term,  which  will 
commence  the  third  week  in  November.  Until  then  I 
shall  stay  at  a  private  boarding  house,  kept  by  the  three 
Miss  Pomeroys,  all  of  them  decided  old  maids.  I  am 
almost  dreading  the  time  to  come  for  me  to  go  into  the 
boarding  house,  for  the  girls  give  me  an  awful  account  of 
the  strict  rules.  You  all  prophesied  aright  when  you 
said  I  would  like  it  after  I  came  here,  for  nov/  that  I  have 
got  acquainted  with  the  girls,  I  would  not  leave  it  for 
any  place  away  from  home.  I  should'nt  like  to  leave  it 
even  for  Burlington.  Northampton  is  a  very  beautiful 
place.  There  are  some  beautiful  places  here,  and  some 
of  the  handsom.est  and  most  venerable  looking  elm  trees 
I  ever  saw.  I  have  not  been  to  the  top  of  Mt  Holyoke 
yet,  and  I  am  very  anxious  to  do  so,  for  I  have  heard  such 
accounts  of  the  beauty  and  extensiveness  of  the  view  that 
I  am  curious  to  see  it,  but  I  must  wait  patiently  for  the 
time  to  come  when  I  can.  I  am  studying  Physiology, 
Latin,  French,  Arithm.etic  and  Geometry,  besides  I  write 
compositions  once  a  week  and  attend  a  Bible  exercise 
every  morning.  I  take  Music  lessons  and  practice  two 
hours  a  day,  so  you  see  I  have  plenty  to  do.  I  hope  you 
will  excuse  the  coarseness  of  this  paper,  for  I  took  a  little 
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spare  time  I  had  in  school  to  write  this  and  as  I  had  no 
paper  here  I  borrowed  some.  Give  my  love  to  all  the 
children,  and  to  Aunt  Julia,  Aunt  Mary,  Cousin  Hannah. 
Give  my  love  to  Uncle  Charles  and  ask  him  if  there  are 
any  letters  for  me  at  the  Post  office,  please  to  forward 
them  to  me,  at  the  Gothic  Seminary,  Northampton  and 
I  will  be  certain  to  get  them.  Your  Affectionate  Grand 
daughter 

MARY. 


MISS  SARAH  ADAMS  BUCKLEY,  FROM  HER 
GRAND  MOTHER,  SARAH  S.  ADAMS. 

Sand  Hills  July  19,  1872. 

Dear  Sallie:  As  it  is  my  time  to  write  I  will  do  my 
best  to  send  a  real  gossiping  letter,  without  one  word  of 
preaching.  To  begin  Aunt  Annie  has  just  received  your 
letter  from  Copenhagen,  and  we  listened  to  the  reading 
of  it  very  attentively.  You  must  have  a  genuine  love  and 
feeling  for  beautiful  scenery,  which  as  you  describe  it, 
must  have  been  both  novel  and  romantic  in  the  extreme. 
By  way  of  parenthesis  I  would  miodestly  say  a  word  of 
our  Summer  Moonlights,  the  peaceful  tranquil  effect  is 
Heavenly.  But  how  was  Mama  enjoying  her  drive  in  the 
carriage  all  alone?  or  had  she  likev/ise  an  agreeable  com- 
panion? From  the  looks  of  such  drives, you  had  better  take 
care  or  Mama  may  give  you  the  slip  some  of  these  times, 
or  have  you  lost  all  fear  on  that  score?  Report  says  Miss 
Buckley  is  engaged  to  be  married  to  a  young  gentleman 
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who  followed  her  to  Europe  from  Rye.     I  will  not  accept 
things  second  handed.     While  you  are  making  plans  for 
the  summer  and  anticipating  so  much  pleasure  in  seeing 
the  Carharts  and  traveling  with  the  Bissels  I  am  passing 
over  the  interval  of  tim.e,  anticipating  your  return  home. 
Do  you  think  your  Mama  and  Uncle  John  will  be  willing 
to  settle  dov/n  ever  again?     It  is  said  that  years  ago  as 
a  means  to  accomplish  the  same  end,  Mr.  Gumming  mar- 
ried Miss  Bryan  which  means  proved  effectual.    In  your 
case  the  remedy  might  prove  worse  than  the  disease  were 
you  all  to  be  married.  I  have  serious  fears  for  Uncle  John, 
knowing  the  potency  of  Miss  F's  charms.     Would  you 
like  Aunt  Annie  and  myself  to  meet  you  in  New  York, 
on  your  return  home?     She,  Aunt  Annie  is  expecting  to 
leave  for  the  Virginia  Springs,  in  company  with  Mrs. 
Gould  and  Miss  Julia  Foster,     They  are  equipped  in  the 
outer    man    for    a    successful    cam.paign — dresses    upon 
dresses,  involving  a  Mathematical  problem — said  to  be  a 
necessity  from  the  fact  that  no  washing  is  done  at  the 
Springs.     Mrs.  Gould  is  painfully  depressed  at  times  and 
if  this  jaunt  does  not  succeed  in  restoring  her  to  cheerful- 
ness  it   will    appear   a   hopeless    case.      Willy    Brown's 
wedding     has     been     postponed     from     October     until 
January.      You    and    John    may    have  the  pleasure  of 
attending.     No  news  of  anything  of  the  sort  about  your 
friend  Annie  Davies,  but  I  will  not  vouch  for  that  even, 
as  she  has  been  making  a  long  visit  to  her  friend,  Miss 
Turner  that  was,  who  married  John  Fitten,     I  have  just 
heard  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  and  Lizzy  Baker  are  going  to 
the  same  Springs,  that  Mrs.  Gould  has  made  choice  of. 
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Lizzy  expects  to  spend  next  winter  in  Baltimore  at  school. 
She  looks  the  same  as  when  she  was  a  child,  with  only  the 
difference  of  dress,  which  is  in  exquisite  taste  united  to 
her  extremely  delicate  appearance.     Mrs.  Harriet  Gould 
and  Hattie  are  by  this  time  in  Canada.     Tell  your  Mother 
she  may  expect  to  hear  news  of  Mrs  Ann  Phinizy,  who 
is  with  her  Mother,  for  the  advantage  of  having  Dr.  Fords' 
attendance.     Likewise   tell    her   that    Mrs.    Fred    Smith 
called  her  first  born,  Margaret  Gould.     Mrs.  Joseph  Gum- 
ming is  to  leave  for  New  York  in  a  few  days.     She  thinks 
you  will  probably  meet  her  Aunt  and  Sister  in  Paris, 
though   they   only   went   abroad   for   the   benefit   of  the 
Springs.     So  many  people  are  taking  their  departure  that 
I   am   forcibly   reminded   of   a   character   that   Augusta 
claimed  as  an  adopted  son ;  the  same  that  made  two  holes 
in  the  door  of  his  store  room,  one  for  the  cat  and  one  for 
the  kittens  to  pass  in  and  out.     But  this  is  to  the  point. 
A  great  many  friends  were  leaving  for  the  North,  and  in 
those  days  every  body  went  to  see  every  body  start  off, 
and  say  good  bye.     A  young  man  that  rarely  or  never 
left  the  place,  full  of  fun  and  frolic  went  up  to  Pat  Kelly, 
holding  out  his  hand  with  a  solemn  face  said  "Good  bye 
Kelly,"     "Indade  and  are  ye  going   Mr.  Vitch?     Thin, 
and  there  be  no  one  left  to  bury  the  dead."     A  respected 
minority  left  of  that  number  is  your  Grand  mama,  who 
will  be  found  at  your  Uncle  Ganahls,  as  they  have  had  a 
diminuation  of  five  whites,  and    one    "colored    person" 
(never  say  Black!)  taken  from  their  numbers  a  short  time 
ago.  You  may  suppose  it  left  a  vaccuum,  which  will  be 
presumptuous  in  me  to  think  of  filling,  and  so  it  will,  but 
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I  shall  try  to  make  the  effort  that  "Mrs.  Dombey  never 
could."  Tell  John  that  I  have  great  hopes  that  he  will 
have  more  ideas  than  fashions.  Not  that  we  would 
expect  him  to  shave  his  Moustache,  or  make  any  outward 
change  for  our  approbation,  but  to  follow  the  dictate  of 
his  own  good  sense,  and  reason,  and  I  might  add  taste, 
but  for  fear  of  conflicting  with  a  higher  standard.  We 
have  not  heard  from  Aunt  Josie  in  a  long  time,  but 
received  a  letter  from  Aunt  Dinkie  not  long  since,  and  I 
will  send  you  a  copy  of  some  verses  written  by  her,  which 
will  convey  more  than  I  can  write"  I  having  said  I 
thought  they  v/ould  have  wintry  weather  all  through  the 
summ.er.  It  was  very  cold  when  I  left  Jamestown  in  the 
middle  of  April.  As  you  said  nothing  to  the  contrary  I 
take  it  for  granted,  that  your  Mother  is  well  over  rheu- 
matic pains.  Love  and  a  kiss  for  Mama  and  John — the 
same  for  yourself  from  Your  Affectionate 

Grand  mama  saRAH  S.  ADAMS. 

*Under  the  trees  are  Baby  and  I. 
The  summer  sun  shineth, 
The  tall  trees  turneth 
Their  shadows  with  sunshine 
Under  the  trees. 

Under  the  trees  are  Baby  and  I. 
The  green  grass  springeth. 
The  Red  Robin  singeth 
His  pleasant  carol 
Under  the  trees. 
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Under  the  trees  are  Baby  and  I. 
The  Butterfly  danceth 
Where  the  sunbeams  gloweth 
Under  the  trees. 

Under  the  trees  are  Baby  and  I, 
And  while  Baby  sleepeth 
Through  the  wicket  peepeth 
Two  sunny-haired  maidens 
At  Baby  and  me. 

Under  the  trees  are  the  children  and  I, 
While  Baby  still  sleepeth 
And  I  my  watch  keepeth. 
The  children  like  Butterflies  dance 
Under  the  trees. 

Under  the  trees  are  the  children  and  I, 
When  up  the  hill  striding. 
Some  Lode  star  him  guiding, 
Is  Baby's  Papa  coming 
Under  the  trees. 

Now  under  the  trees  are  Henry,  children  and  I, 
And  to  my  rash  seeming 
Down  through  the  trees  gleaming 
Are  two  Angel  faces  from  the  blue  sky 
On  High. 

E.  B.  A.  RATHBONE. 
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S.  S,  ADAMS  TO  HER  HUSBAND. 

Sand  Hills  July  20th  1847. 

My  Dear  Husband:  It  is  just  one  week  tomorrow 
since  you  left  home  and  mine  is  the  agreeable  task  to 
redeem  the  promise  of  writing  once  a  week,  now  I  know 
you  doubt  the  sincerity  of  this  assertion  knowing  that  I 
never  do  write  or  scarcely  ever  v/rite  letters  nevertheless 
it  is  true.  It  is  pleasant  to  do  what  we  believe  to  be  right, 
and  practice,  I  hope,  will  make  it  easy.  We  are  moveing 
on  in  the  same  routine  accept  that  I  have  taken  a  fresh 
start  to  visit  by  way  of  getting  accustomed  to  it  before 
Mary's  return,  for  she  writes  again,  that  she  intends  to 
draw  me  out  but  seems  to  think  I  shall  not  enjoy  it  as 
much  as  staying  at  home,  which  is  not  the  case.  It  is 
more  from  habit  than  necessity  that  I  have  done  so; 
neither  is  it  from  an  idea  that  it  is  my  duty  to  seclude 
myself  so  much,  and  as  she  has  grown  old  so  fast  it  is 
time  for  me  to  grov/  more  youthful.  Tell  her  I  am  at 
least  ten  years  younger  than  when  she  left  home  so  that 
there  is  some  danger  that  we  shall  be  "gad  abouts"  when 
she  returns,  if  we  consider  all  her  arguments.  I  hope  she 
will  return  with  you  in  the  fall;  if  she  should  go  to  Europe 
this  season  it  is  likely  to  make  her  absence  from  us  so 
long,  that  she  may  lose  all  that  home  feeling  which  is  so 
very  necessary  for  the  happiness  of  every  lady.  Joseph 
Henry  had  a  terrible  cry  the  morning  after  you  left  when 
he  awoke,  and  found  that  you  had  gone  and  another  at 
night  when  you  did  not  return  at  the  usual  time.  He 
seemed  to  be  very  lonely,  since  then  is  quite  reconciled 
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grows  more  fond  of  play  every  day  cares  less  about  eat- 
ing, and  is  a  very  good  interesting  child  to  me.  Is  it  not 
strange?  George  is  getting  over  his  cold  but  continues 
to  cough  and  is  troubled  with  phlegm,  I  hope  they  all 
will  continue  well.  You  may  be  certain  that  every  care 
will  be  taken  to  prevent  sickness.  Ned  has  been  com- 
plaining of  chills  he  says.  I  gave  him  ipacac  and  a  two 
ounce  vial  of  quinine,  of  which  he  says  he  took  the  whole. 
We  continue  to  have  heavy  rains.  The  garden  is  doing 
well,  the  greatest  quantity  of  flowers  and  vegetables.  By 
the  way,  I  shall  get  up  all  m.y  books  and  go  to  work  to 
make  another  catalogue  of  plants.  We  have  planted 
more  celery  and  shall  continue  to  do  so  from  time  to  time 
as  the  season  is  favourable.  Mr.  Legare  proposes  to  give 
all  the  painting  lessons  in  the  month  of  August.  I  shall 
be  glad  when  they  get  through,  for  it  does  interfere  with 
the  other  lessons  or  rather  with  the  regular  order  of  them. 
Mrs.  Bowen  says  that  Josy  and  Hatty  are  good  scholars 
that  they  are  diligent  &c  but  that  Dinky  she  thinks  has  a 
turn  for  the  fme  Arts  and  I  have  been  assisting  her  with 
her  lessons  and  she  learns  with  a  great  deal  of  readiness, 
and  has  the  promise  of  a  ticket  v/hich  is  something  extra. 
Mr.  E.  Bacon  spent  Saturday  night  here  he  came  down 
from  Edgefield  with  Mr.  Walker,  the  minister  of  that 
place,  who  preached  for  us  Sunday ;  he  spent  an  evening 
with  us.  Is  a  very  good  preacher  and  agreeable  person. 
Mary  and  Sarah  will  see  Mr.  Ford  when  he  goes  to  the 
convention,  and  if  they  should  meet  with  Mr.  Burrows  of 
Northapmton  I  hope  they  will  remember  him  with  the 
most  lively  feeling  of  pleasure.     Mrs.  Henry  and  Mrs. 
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Wnicox  I  think  are  expecting  to  go  in  the  Southerner 
they  would  like  to  see  the  girls  likewise  Misses  E.  and  S. 
McDowel.  Mrs.  Thomas  has  written  a  very  favourable 
account  of  Marys  improvement  which  I  hope  you  will 
find  correct.  I  should  like  to  know  the  arrangement  you 
will  make  for  the  summer.  It  will  be  cruel  to  leave  Emily 
Thomas  without  her  friends  at  Madam  Canda's.  Mrs, 
Henry  is  so  kind  she  will  think  of  and  tell  the  girls  every 
thing  that  will  be  interesting  and  Josy  will  write  next 
week.  I  send  Mr.  Shover's  letter  with  this.  Yours  v/ith 
affection, 

S.  S.  ADAMS. 


Sand  Hills  August  26th  1847. 

My  Dear  Husband:  We  are  all  quite  well.  Josy 
will  write  you  in  this  letter  and  give  you  a  full  account  of 
herself.  Dinky  and  Hatty  are  going  to  school  as  usual 
and  they  hope  you  will  be  pleased  and  satisfied  with  their 
improvement  when  you  come  home.  They  care  just  as 
much  for  the  chickens,  birds  and  flowers  as  ever.  Dinky 
is  much  delighted  with  painting  and  applies  herself  dili- 
gently, but  Josy  is  very  glad  that  the  lessons  are  nearly 
through,  and  I  do  not  think  she  will  ever  take  a  brush  in 
hand  again.  Joseph  Henry  and  Anna  are  perfectly  happy 
in  their  way.  Joseph  Henry  can  run,  shoot  with  the  bow 
and  arrow,  and  shout  gloriously,  Anna  tries  to  keep  up 
with  him  in  all  the  sport.  *  *  *  Just  so  evenly  have 
many  of  the  years  of  my  life  passed  away,  as  if  wafted  by 
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a  gentle  breeze  down  the  stream  of  time  that  I  can 
scarcely  realize  myself  the  Mother  of  grown  up  children 
or  believe  my  senses  when  I  remember  how  much  I  have 
felt  and  suffered — how  many  times  I  have  been  cast  down 
with  fear  of  some  undefined  evil.  I  must  say  the  children 
are  well  happy  and  good;  every  day  is  developing  some- 
thing in  them  interesting  to  me,  and  I  suppose  would  be 
equally  so  to  you,  if  you  were  with  them.  They  all  send 
much  love  to  you  and  their  sisters  with  all  other  friends. 
Your  Affectionate  wife 

S.  S.  ADAMS. 


Sand  Hills  Sept  6th  1847. 

My  Dear  Husband:  Josie's  letter  was  left  in  an 
unfinished  state  for  me  to  assist  in  the  naming  of  other 
roses  but  I  have  been  so  much  occupied  with  other  mat- 
ters until  nov/,  that  it  could  not  be  done.  Mr.  Lagare  has 
gone  and  I  am  glad  you  have  no  idea  what  a  trial  it  has 
been  to  me  his  having  been  so  extremely  ill  here,  and  you 
not  at  home ;  however  it  is  all  over  nov/  and  I  have  done 
the  best  I  could;  if  any  thing  was  done  that  should  not 
have  been,  it  was  error  in  judgement  not  in  feeling.  But 
more  of  this  when  we  meet  which  will  be  before  a  great 
while,  if  it  is  the  will  of  God.  If  His  will  be  contrary,  I 
pray  to  be  strengthened  to  bear  with  resignation  and 
meekness  that  greatest  of  all  trials.  Mrs.  Reed  has  sent 
to  request  that  you  or  Mary  will  offer  your  company  to 
her  daughters  as  she  learns  that  Mr.  McDowel  has  been 
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extremely  ill  in  New  York.  They  are  at  Bratleboro  with 
Mrs.  Mod — e.  I  hope  that  you  see  Mary  and  Sarah 
often  and  that  they  are  well.  Sarah  must  have  some 
other  cause  of  uneasiness  than  a  natural  longing  for  home 
I  fear.  If  so,  it  ought  to  be  looked  into.  I  hope  that  she 
will  be  perfectly  satisfied  before  you  leave  her,  Mrs. 
Flournoy  left  last  week.  She  said  she  was  determined  to 
see  you  and  the  children  if  possible  in  New  York.  Miss 
Annie  Gumming  had  the  goodness  to  send  me  her  letter 
from  Mary  to  read,  v/hich  was  the  latest  account  from 
any  of  you.  With  much  love  for  you  Mary  and  Sarah 
Your  affectionate  wife 

SARAH  S.  ADAMS. 


J.  R.  VINTON  TO  J.  M.  ADAMS. 

Cantonment  6th  November  1843. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  cannot  think  of  quitting  Augusta 
without  offering  you  some  acknowledgment  of  the  kind- 
ness and  hospitality  I  have  received  from  yourself  and 
family  since  I  have  been  a  sojourner  here. 

Under  your  roof  it  has  been  permitted  me  to  enjoy 
that  feeling  which  I  prize  and  love  to  indulge,  above  all 
others,  namely  a  sense  of  Home.  You  must  first  becom^e 
like  me,  separated  from  the  endearments  of  domestic 
tenderness — isolated  and  alone — before  you  can  fully 
realize  how  precious  this  sentiment  is,  and  how  gratefully 
the  heart  is  warmed  when  we  are  permitted  to  enjoy  it. 
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I  will  not  trust  myself  to  say  more  than  that  from 
all  the  members  of  your  lovely  family,  I  have  received 
nought  but  continued  kindness  and  friendly  attention,  and 
towards  all  do  I  entertain  only  feelings  of  the  most  cordial 
friendship  in  return.  As  a  token  of  these  feelings  I  ven- 
ture to  proffer  the  little  painting  which  accompanies  this 
note — "A  View  of  New  Smyrna  River,  E.  Florida  with 
Coa  Coochy  in  the  foreground."  I  hope  it  will  serve  to 
remind  you  all,  sometimes  of 

Your  attached  friend, 

J.  R,  VINTON. 
J.  M.  Adams  Esq.,  Sand  Hills. 


Augusta  Sept  26,  1844. 

To  Miss  Mary  K  Adams  Gothic  Seminary  Northampton 
Mass. 

My  dear  Mary :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  i6th 
inst,  and  take  an  early  leisure  moment  to  thank  you  for  it, 
and  to  assure  you  of  my  gratification  in  perasing  its  con- 
tents. I  am  delighted  to  see  that  you  have  so  much  im- 
proved in  your  penmanship,  and  as  I  think  in  your  compo- 
sition. I  doubt  not  you  will  continue  rapidly  to  further 
improvement.  I  have  seen  others  of  your  letters  and  was 
pleased  at  the  easy  natural  style  of  them ;  you  sometimes 
use  more  words  to  express  yourself,  than  is  necessary,  but 
that  will  in  time  be  corrected — better  to  use  them.,  than 
stiffen  your  style.    I  am  equally  gratified  to  believe  that  in 
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your  studies,  you  are  making  good  progress  and  doubt  not 
but  you  will  acquit  yourself  creditably  at  the  examination. 
Pray  dispel  your  alarm  about  the  matter,  there  can  be  no 
occasion  that  you  should  now  feel  so  anxious.  At  a  future 
day  I  hope  to  see  that  you  will  bear  an  examination  equal 
to  the  best,  and  are  now  equal  to  any  in  your  grade.  You 
will  let  us  know  all  about  it  in  good  time. 

Touching  the  visit  to  Buffalo,  I  have  concluded,  that 
if  you  can  go  under  such  protection,  as  is  in  all  respects 
satisfactory  to  Miss  Dwight,  you  can  spend  the  vacation 
with  our  Buffalo  friends.  Should  it  be  decided  that  you 
can  safely  and  properly  go  you  will  write  to  your  Uncle 
and  state  the  day  you  leave,  and  the  time  you  will  be  at 
Rochester  and  he  will  make  arrangem.ents  to  meet  you 
there,  or  send  a  friend — be  particular  in  this  so  there  can 
be  no  mistake.  Let  him  know  as  soon  as  you  determine 
to  go — have  your  Trunk  Marked,  and  be  sure  you  have 
warm  clothes,  and  dont  allow  your  feet  to  get  cold!  I 
have  written  Mr.  Rogers  (Henry  W.  Rogers)  that  if  all 
things  are  right  you  might  make  the  visit,  and  that  I 
should  look  to  him  to  provide  protection  for  you  from 
Rochester.  You  will  not  forget  to  pay  all  expenses  he 
may  incur  in  any  way  connected  v/ith  your  journey, 
going  or  coming,  and  avoid  all  unnecessary  trouble  to  him 
or  any  one  else.  Yet  on  no  account  move  without  suffi- 
cient protection.  I  was  quite  amused  at  your  descrip- 
tion of  the  "Party."  You  will  in  time  get  accustomed  to 
Northern  economy  and  I  hope  you  may  profit  thereby, 
and  make  your  expenses  as  light  as  possible,  yet  at  no 
time,  or  under  and  circumstances  allow  yourself  to  do  that 
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which  has  any  appearance  of  meanness,  or  will  place  you 
under  obligation  to  those  on  whom  you  have  no  claim.  I 
left  New  York  on  the  i6th  and  arrived  home  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  2oth.  I  found  all  well,  and  all  made  happy  at 
my  return.  Such  a  happy  group  would  have  made  a  stoic 
happy.  You  can  readily  imagine  the  scene.  Many,  many 
were  the  inquiries  about  dear  sister  Mary,  &c  &c.  All 
other  of  your  friends  that  I  meet  make  kind  inquiries  after 
you.  Your  mother  is  anxious  about  your  winter  clothing. 
I  assure  her  you  will  have  all  that  attended  to  in  good 
time.  I  notice  you  pay  the  postage  on  letters  you  write 
to  your  friends.  Unless  it  is  a  rule  of  your  school,  you  had 
better  change  your  custom,  and  only  pay  on  such  letters 
as  you  may  v/rite  on  business,  entirely  your  own.  Some 
might  construe  the  payment  of  the  postage  into  a  wish  to 
stop  the  correspondence.  When  you  want  more  money, 
you  will  let  me  know,  hope  you  will  make  v\rhat  you  have, 
go  as  far  as  possible.  Not  however  stinting  your  neces- 
sary and  comfortable  wants.  Our  business  prospects 
for  the  season  are  not  flattering.  The  family  all  join  me 
in  love  to  you. 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 


New  Orleans,  March  24,  1845. 

To  Miss  Mary  K  Adams  Gothic  Seminary  Northampton 
Mass. 

My  dear  Mary:    Your  letter  of  the  loth  inst  reached 
me  this  morning,  for  which,  and  the  previous  one  direc- 
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ted  here,  and  the  one  forwarded  from  Augusta.  I  have  to 
thank  you.  I  thank  you  for  strick  compliance  with  my 
request  more  than  the  matter  contained  in  the  letters,  yet 
all  of  that  is  of  interest,  for  I  need  not  say  that  ho-vvever 
unimportant  the  subject,  its  connection  with  a  dear  absent 
child,  gives  interest  to  all  and  every  occurance.  I  will 
here  remark  that  I  have  been  much  gratified  with  your 
letters  this  winter  from  their  details  of  daily  occurances — 
by  v/hich  we  are  enabled  to  almost  see  your  very  move- 
ments. Such  correspondence  will  too  gradually  give  you 
an  easy  style  and  make  familiar  the  most  proper  selec- 
tion of  words  to  express  your  ideas.  I  think  you  have  im- 
proved in  both  and  by  a  judicious  course  of  reading,  which 
I  recommend  during  vacation,  I  have  no  doubt  you  will 
still  improve.  So  far  as  postage  is  concerned,  it  may  of 
course  be  an  objection  to  frequent  correspondence,  yet 
with  me  it  is  no  objection  in  your  case.  First  vv^e  are  made 
easy  about  your  health,  next  I  think  the  advantage  grow- 
ing out  of  frequent  compositions  are  more  than  equal  to 
the  cost — there  is  no  accomplishment  more  useful  than 
an  easy  and  elegant  style  of  composition.  If  this  can  be 
improved  by  frequent  epistolary  correspondence,  the  ex- 
pense in  postage  I  do  not  regard.  You  should  however 
make  constant  efforts  to  improve.  Study  the  style  of 
some  of  the  most  approved  letter  writers,  and  other 
authors  that  may  be  recommended  for  your  reading,  I 
presume  during  vacation  you  will  not  be  expected  to  pur- 
sue your  school  studies,  of  course  you  will  have  much 
leisure.  I  should  be  pleased  to  know  that  you  have  im- 
proved your  leisure  by  useful  reading,  such  as  History 
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&c.  &c.  I  hope  your  music  will  not  be  neglected.  Your 
French  I  was  sorry  to  hear  was  interrupted.  Pray,  my 
dear  child,  so  conduct  yourself  during  vacation,  as  to  meet 
the  approbation  of  all  your  friends,  having  the  wishes  and 
notions  if  you  please  of  Mrs  Dwight  and  Miss  Dwight 
always  in  view.  Their  standard,  while  with  them,  is  the 
right  one  for  you  to  attain,  however  much  it  may  differ 
from  what  you  have  been  accustomed  to.  I  had  hoped 
you  would  have  reached  No  i  in  your  classification,  but  if 
the  not  reaching  it,  is,  from  no  fault  of  yours  I  am  fully 
contented.  We  expect  you  to  do  the  best  you  can,  that 
done,  we  are  satisfied.  With  regard  to  your  contribution 
at  Church  I  have  only  to  say  that  if  it  does  not  seem  to  be 
sufficient,  I  will  make  it  right  when  I  visit  Northampton 
next  summer.  I  see  you  keep  pretty  well  informed  of 
what  is  going  on  in  the  National  Councils,  as  well  as  of 
some  other  occurances  of  a  worldly  nature  which  I  am  not 
sorry  to  see.  Such  information  I  think  is  useful,  even  to 
school  girls.  You  have  frequently  asked  after  Uncle  Wil- 
liam— it  has  been  only  from  oversight,  that  he  has  not 
been  mentioned.  He  has  been  in  Augusta,  through  the 
winter,  and  has  been  generally  well,  has  read  some  of  your 
letters  and  speaks  of  you  kindly,  and  seems  gratified  at 
your  mention  of  him.  As  for  writing,  I  hardly  suppose  he 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  do  that.  I  returned  two  days 
since  from  Baton  Rouge,  found  the  friends  there  well. 
Jas.  Bailey  is  quite  a  grov/n  young  man,  seems  to  be  quite 
an  amiable  youth  with  some  cleverness.  The  other  chil- 
dren are  Louisa,  Clara  and  Josephine.  All  very  sweet 
children.    They  all  send  much  love  to  all  of  their  Cousins. 
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I  am  quite  pleased  with  this  "Crescent  City"  as  well  as 
with  the  Country  generally  and  should  have  no  objection 
to  live  here,  all  things  suiting,  but  have  no  idea  that  such 
will  ever  be  the  case,  I  am  quite  fully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, sight  seeing  &c  &c.,  but  am  becoming  quite  anxious 
to  be  home,  and  hope  to  start  about  ist  proxo  which  will 
bring  me  to  that  dear  home  and  to  the  embrace  of  the  dear 
inmates  about  the  loth  of  April.  I  wish  that  time  was 
now,  but  the  swift  flight  of  time  will  soon  reach  the 
period,  I  shall  have  to  stop  one  day  in  Mobile,  and  per- 
haps one  in  Columbus,  During  my  sojourn  here  I  have 
met  with  much  kind  attention,  some  no  doubt  from 
motives  of  interest  and  some  from  apparently  sincere  hos- 
pitality and  good  feeling.  Judge  Bullard,  a  Cousin  of 
mine,  and  a  prominent  man  here  has  been  very  kind  and 
attentive.  It  is  now  12  o'clock  and  I  must  bid  you  Good 
night,  with  the  assurance  of  my  warm  affection. 

J  M  ADAMS. 


Augusta  May  15th  1S47. 

Miss  Mary  K  Adams 

My  dear  Mary :  Writing  to  Mr  Canda,  I  cannot  but 
say  a  few  words  to  you,  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  to 
me,  and  to  apologize  for  allowing  so  much  time  to  pass 
without  replying  to  it.  Your  questions  I  think  have  be- 
fore now  been  ansv/ered  by  others,  or  by  the  passage  of 
time.  We  now  expect  for  Sarah  to  leave  with  Mrs.  Tub- 
man, Mrs.  Thomas  and  Emily  and  Western  in  the  steamer 
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"Southerner"  to  sail  from  Charleston  on  the  29th  inst  so 
that  she  will  be  in  New  York  ist  or  2nd  proxo.  I  need 
hardly  say  that  we  feel  sad  at  the  idea  of  having  another 
of  our  dear  children  so  far  from  us,  and  believe  both  your 
Mother  and  myself  almost  repent  of  our  decision,  but  ii 
for  her  good,  v/e  should  be  willing  for  such  sacrifices.  We 
have  confidence  in  Sarah's  efforts  to  improve  the  advan- 
tages given  her  by  sending  her  to  Madam  Canda's  school, 
and  under  your  advice  and  aid,  we  rely  upon  many  of  the 
embarrassments  of  going  among  strangers  being  lessened. 
In  your  last  leter  to  Sarah  received  yesterday,  you  speak 
of  having  been  to  Brooklyn,  and  having  called  to  see  Hel- 
lena,  (Eleanor)  Vinton.  I  am  glad  you  did  so,  and  thank 
you  for  it.  She  made  a  very  pleasant  impression  on  me 
when  we  saw  her  and  I  know  it  was  the  wish  of  our  late 
friend,  her  father,  that  you  and  his  daughter  m.ight  be- 
come acquainted,  this  wish  was  expressed  to  me  since  the 
was  in  Mexico.  Poor  Captain,  how  instantly  was  all  his 
Earthly  hopes  ended!  His  death  has  been  more  generally 
regretted  here  than  you  could  have  thought,  and  through- 
out the  whole  country  his  name  has  been  mentioned  with 
the  highest  enconiums  of  his  character.  After  all  he  died 
as  a  soldier  and  in  a  blaze  of  glory.  Perhaps  as  he  might 
have  chosen !  I  feel  very  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Lamar  for 
his  kindness  in  taking  you  to  see  the  illumination,  it  must 
have  been  very  imposing.  You  say  nothing  about  Mrs. 
Parmalee,  I  presume  you  saw  her  in  Brooklyn.  Did  you 
make  a  pleasant  visit?  and  how  long  did  you  stay?  And. 
your  Cousin  Jeanie  is  really  with  you,  and  for  a  time  not 
at  "Thombush."    Well,  I  hope  she  v/ill  not  allow  herself 
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to  pine  for  that  independence  she  had  there  so  fully.  I 
trust  her  desire  for  improvement  will  reconcile  her  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  your  school.  Give  my  love  to  her 
and  if  she  dont  object  you  may  impress  it  with  a  kiss. 
We  are  all  well.  Everything  about  home  looks  and  is 
comfortable.  Our  garden,  (under  charge  of  a  "Pat,")  is 
better  than  we  have  ever  had.  All  vegetables  in  great  per- 
fection. Your  Mother's  Flower  arrangements  are  on  a 
large  scale  and  look  finely.  Today  our  garden  has  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  adornment  of  the  room.s  at  the 
"Washington  Hall"  for  the  use  of  Daniel  Webster,  expec- 
ted here  this  evening.  Monday  we  dine  him  at  the 
Masonic  Hall,  in  the  course  of  the  day  he  will  be  "shown 
up"  to  all  who  wish  to  see  him  at  the  City  Hall.  So  you 
see  the  great  Yankee  gets  some  attention  out  here.  Your 
many  friends  have  often  inquired  about  you.  Bishop 
Elliott  reached  here  this  morning.  So  with  him  and  Web- 
ster to  attract  we  shall  have  a  full  house  at  St.  Pauls  to- 
morrow.   Yours  affectionately 

'  J  M  ADAMS 

Does  not  Mr  Canda  want  more  funds? 


New  York  Aug  7,  1848 

Miss  Mary  K  Adams  Augusta  Georgia. 

My  dear  Mary :  Yours  of  the  30th  ult,  is  received,  for 
which  and  the  previous  letter,  I  thank  you  most  sincerely, 
and  more  particularly  so,  as  you  give  the  most  agreeable 
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assurance  that  all  are  v/ell.  I  am  much  pleased  to  hear  so 
good  an  account  of  our  dear  children,  and  that  J.  Henry  is 
a  good  boy,  and  that  he  thinks  of  his  "Pa"  and  that  little 
George  too  does  not  forget  me.  I  hope  he  will  know  me 
when  I  get  home.  I  do  want  to  see  them  and  the  rest  of 
you  very  much.  If  I  could  follow  my  inclinations  I 
should  be  with  you  before  this  letter  reaches  you.  When 
I  shall  be  on  my  way  I  cannot  now  say,  but  hope  to  be 
home  about  ist  proxo.  I  may  probably  go  to  Boston  next 
week.  Mrs  Thomas  and  Emily,  Sarah  and  Harriet  Bar- 
rett are  now  at  the  Astor,  and  all  well.  The  girls  v/ill  go 
back  to  school  on  Monday,  the  loth.  I  note  what  you  say 
about  the  progress  of  the  house,  and  am  pleased  to  know 
they  are  making  such  good  progress.  It  may  be  that 
some  new  furniture  would  be  desirable  for  a  parlor  and 
sitting  room,  if  so,  I  think  you  had  better  send  me  on  the 
plans  of  the  rooms,  giving  the  dimensions  of  the  rooms, 
the  positions  of  the  doors,  windows  &c,  with  the  distances 
from  each  other,  the  height  of  the  room  &:c,  that  I  may 
arrange  for  suitable  articles  and  the  style  of  the  same,  it 
may  also  be  desirable  to  arrange  for  the  making  of  a  car- 
pet or  tv/o.  As  to  that  other  wing,  we  v/ill  see  about  that 
in  good  time.  If  your  mother,  or  yourself  have  anything 
for  me  to  do  for  yourselves,  or  the  family,  let  me  know 
on  receipt  of  this,  and  I  v/ill  attend  to  it.  Does  she  want 
any  warm  apparel  for  the  winter?  Give  many  thanks  to 
my  sweet  Josey  for  her  letter — it  amused  me  much.  I 
will  endeavor  to  write  her,  before  I  start  home.  To  all 
give  my  love.  Affectionately 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 
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Augusta,  June  12th,  1852. 

Mrs  J.  R  Bulkley  Union  Place  Hotel  New  York 

My  dear  Mary :  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  2nd  inst 
and  we  are  all  happy  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival,  and  of 
your  good  health,  and  of  the  "Gem"  so  marvelously  good 
an  account!  I  hope  he  may  continue  to  improve  in 
physique,  intellect,  and  morally,  until  he  has  attained  the 
perfect  man.  Home  matters  you  will  get  in  detail  from 
the  girls — unless  they  are  failing  in  duty.  How  much  we 
miss  you  and  yours  it  would  not  be  convenient  for  me  to 
attempt  expressing,  but  I  assure  you  home  is  not  as  yet 
fully  Home  when  you  are  away.  Time  I  trust  v/ill  work 
the  remedy,  and  I  suppose  it  is  right,  it  should  be  so. 

Mr  Bulkley  *  *  *  Of  our  summ.er  ar- 
rangements, we  as  yet  have  no  plans  and  shall  form 
none,  so  long  as  the  weather  is  so  cool,  and 
pleasant  as  it  has  been  since  you  left.  As  for 
the  Bs'  you  know  they  are  made,  and  unmade  so  often, 
it  is  hardly  worthwhile  to  guess  at  them.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  some  colds,  in  the  last  two  or  three  days  we  are 
well.  You  may  say  to  Julius  that  his  Uncle  John  is  doing 
in  all  respects,  as  we  would  wish,  and  we  shall  keep  him 
in  the  field,  God  willing,  by  an  honorable  but  powerful 
competition  for  future  honors.  Which  is  successful,  to 
me  you  may  assure  Mary,  and  be  assured  yourself  is  not 
important  so  that  both  command  distinction  for  talents 
and  real  merit.    Dinkey  is  waiting  to  go  up  with  me  in  the 

Buggy 

Yours  Truly 

J.  M.  ADAMS. 
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J.  R.  VINTON  TO  MARY  ADAMS. 

Fort  Macon  N.  C.  13th  Feby  1844. 

Dear  Mary :  I  am  just  sufficiently  recovered  of  my 
lame  hand  to  write  you,  but  not,  I  fear,  a  long  nor  a  very 
interesting  letter.  I  am  eager  to  begin  the  correspond- 
ence from  which  I  expect  to  derive  so  much  pleasure,  and 
which  carries  back  my  m.ind  to  scenes  and  associations 
that  have  become  almost  hallowed  in  my  memory.  For 
I  look  back  over  the  space  of  the  ten  months  just  passed 
and  I  find  your  image  impressed  most  prominently  on  all 
the  pleasant  recollections  of  that  interesting  period.  I 
made  your  acquaintance  early,  and  up  to  the  last  hour  of 
my  stay  at  the  Sand  Hills  my  regard  and  esteem  for  you 
had  no  variance  but  increase.  It  will  be  a  great  happi- 
ness to  me  therefore,  if  by  an  epistolary  correspondence, 
I  can  prolong  a  means  of  enjoyment  which  has  hitherto 
proved  so  gratifying.  Thus  much  for  the  selfish  motive. 
Nov/  my  dear  Mary,  if  I  can  add  to  this  the  persuasion 
that  my  letters  and  the  exercise  on  your  part,  of  answer- 
ing them,  will  prove  advantageous  to  your  moral  and 
intellectual  progress  (an  aim  I  have  never  ceased  to  view 
with  strong  interest)  then  I  am  sure  my  inducem.ent  to 
pursue  the  correspondence  will  be  sufficiently  accounted 
for. 

You  will  v/ish  to  know  something  of  the  incidents  of 
my  journey  hither,  and  how  it  happened  that  my  destina- 
tion was  changed  from  Charleston  to  Fort  Macon. 

When  I  arrived  at  Fort  Moultrie  I  was  greeted  with 
the  most  flattering  tokens  of  regard  from  all  the  officers, 
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and  (excepting  one)  all  wished  me  to  stay  there.  But 
on  a  more  deliberate  and  mature  consideration  of  the 
matter,  not  finding  things  quite  as  satisfactory'  as  I  had 
been  led  to  expect,  I  concluded  that  Fort  Macon  offered 
me  better  prospects  for  comfort  and  happiness,  and  there- 
fore chose  it,  though  some  promptings  of  ambition  might 
have  inclined  me  to  a  different  bias.  Here  I  am,  however, 
and  after  four  days  experience  of  the  place,  I  am  more 
""and  more  satisfied  that  I  decided  judiciously.  With 
regard  to  society,  it  is  true  we  have  many  privations  to 
endure,  but  in  ail  other  respects,  there  is  no  port  in  the 
Department  that  I  would  prefer.  A  more  healthy  position 
is  not  to  be  found  on  the  seaboard.  Fishing,  shooting 
and  other  sports  are  to  be  enjoyed  without  stint.  There 
are  6  officers  here,  all  fine  fellov/s  one  of  v/hom  Lt.  Tomp- 
kins, is  married  to  a  lovely  and  accomplished  young  lady, 
intelligent,  musical,  affable  and  hospitable,  so  that  as 
often  as  I  wish  to  pass  an  evening  in  agreeable  fem.ale 
society,  here  at  least  an  opportunity  is  presented.  Mrs. 
T.  had  brought  with  her  only  a  guitar,  having  left  her 
piano  forte  in  Baltimore  as  being  too  cumbersome  to 
transport.  I  regretted  this  extremely  and  recommended 
Mr.  T,  to  hire  one  in  Beaufort,  the  town  opposite,  two 
miles  across  the  bay  from  the  fort.  Only  two  instruments 
were  to  be  found  in  the  town  and  both  of  them  so  miser- 
ably out  of  tune  (and  nobody  to  tune  them)  that  they 
were  considered  as  almost  useless  to  the  owners,  and  on 
this  account  were  readily  loaned.  My  tuning  abilities 
were  now  brought  in  play,  and  I  am  happy  to  be  the 
means  of  supplying  Mrs.  T.  with  her  chief  desideratum, 
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and  ourselves  with  a  new  source  of  social  enjo3mient. 
By  this  account  of  Beaufort  you  will  readily  imagine  how 
small  and  poor  a  place  it  is,  but  it  is  quite  as  large  as  I 
expected  and  therefore  am  not  disappointed. 

I  turn  now  to  the  Sand  Hills  and  to  the  concerns  of 
your  own  dear  home.  Are  you  practicing  daily  on  your 
piano,  and  pursuing  your  studies  in  other  departments? 
I  heard  by  Mr.  Wyse  of  Josey's  being  sick.  Is  the  scarlet 
^ever  threatened,  or  why  have  they  left  school?  I  hope 
Sarah  and  Josey  will  both  write  me  a  line,  by  v/ay  of 
appendix  to  your  letter.  Dear  little  girls !  how  I  do  love 
them!  And  Dinky  too  and  Hatty,  and  even  Anna  since 
she  began  to  take  some  notice  of  "Cappy  Vinty."  When 
you  see  Mary  Bryson  and  Fanny  Clark  please  give  them 
my  cordial  remembrances  and  so  also  to  other  good 
friends,  for  I  fancy  I  have  a  number  of  them,  in  your 
neighborhood.  To  your  Mother  and  father  give  my  very 
best  regards.  Say  to  your  father  I  have  just  received  his 
letter  of  Feb.  7,  forwarded  from  Charleston.  May  the 
choicest  blessings  of  Heaven  ever  rest  on  you  dear  Mary 
is  the  fervent  prayer  of 

Yr  friend, 

J.  R.  V. 
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